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Monthly Summary. 


Domestic.—On the 31st of July last, Mr. 
Charles Buxton brought forward, according 
to notice, a motion, urging Government to 
suspend diplomatic relations with Spain, and 
to demand the re-payment, with interest, of 
the 400,000/. compensation money she had 
received for agreeing to give up the slave- 
trade, unless she at once took steps for ful- 
filling her treaty obligations with this coun- 
try, in relation to that detestable traffic. At 
Lord John Russell’s earnest request, how- 
ever, he withdrew his motion. 

On the 3rd ultimo, Lord Brougham pre- 
sented to the House of Lords a petition 

inst the slave-trade, from the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, and one from the ex-king of Bonny. 
The text of the former will be found in an- 
other column. 

The Phare dela Loire says that a conven- 
tion has been signed between France and 
England for the emigration of 6000 Coolies 
to the Isle of Reunion. The management 
of the recruiting will be entrusted to a 
French house at Calcutta. This arrange- 
ment has been brought about by the exer- 
tions of M. Imhaus, the Reunion delegate. 

The Rev. Dr. Cheever has left England 
for a Continental tour, but will shortly re- 
turn to resume his mission in this country. 

On Wednesday, the Ist of August ultimo, 
a public meeting was held at the Spa-fields 
Chapel, Clerkenwell, convened by the Lon- 
dun Emancipation Committee, to commemo- 
rate the twenty-sixth Anniversary of Negro 
Emancipation throughout the British Colo- 
nies. The British Standard of the 3rd says : 

“In the absence of Sir Morton Peto, M.P., 





who by letter expressed his deep regret at 
not being able to attend, the Rev. T. E. 
Thoresby, the minister of the chapel, was 
called upon to preside. Amongst those pre- 
sent were the Revs. Dr. Campbell and Dr. 
Burns, the Revs. Thomas James, Dawson 
Burns, John Stoughton, George Smith, H. 
Richard, W. O'Neill, R, Ashton, Dace, W. 
Mitchell; Messrs. Geo Thompson, F. 
W. Chesson, Willcocks, D. M‘Donnell, W.. 
Heaton, E. Fry, W. Wilks, W. Farmer, 
Craft, W. H. Day, &c. &c.” 

The Chairman having opened the meeting, 
the Rev. G. Smith moved a resolution of 
welcome to the Rev. Dr. Cheever, which 
having been seconded by the Rev. J. Stough- 
ton, and supported by the Rev. Dr. Camp- 
bell, was passed unanimously. The Rev. 
Dr. Cheever then came forward, and after 
the applause with which he was received 
had Pe. cert) proceeded to read a powerful 
address, which we transfer, at length, to our 
columns.* Mr. W. H. Day, a coloured gen- 
tleman from Canada, then moved a resolu- 
tion on the subject of the slave-trade and 
Slavery, and the disabilities of people of 
colour. It was seconded by the Rev. T. 
James, Secretary of the Colonial Missionary 
Society, who took occasion to defend the 
course of the Society in the discussion which 
has arisen between the Revs. W. F’. Clark and 
M. Macfie, of Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, 
respecting the promiscuous mixing of whites 
peas pam Be rsons in the Society’s Mission 
chapel. Mr. G. Thompson, having answered 
Mr. James, and vindicated the press from the 
charge of unfairness brought be ens it b 
Mr. James, was followed by Mr. W. C 








* Vide p. 227. 
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and Mr. Washington Wilks, and the meet- 
ge, voc 

nh Sunday evening, the 22nd ultimo, 
the Rev. E. N. Willson preached a sermon 
upon American Slavery, as affecting British 
churches, at St. John’s Chapel, West Street, 
Walworth, from the text Acts xvii, 24—26. 
‘God hath made of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell on the face of the earth.” 
It was very much to the point, and we are 
pleased to call attention to the circumstance, 
as indicating the existence of a healthy in- 
terest in the anti-slavery cause. 

An Anti-Slavery Society has been formed 
at Preston. It arose out of the interest ex- 
cited there some months ago, by the lecturing 
of Mr. George Thompson. 

Arrica.—The war in the interior between 
the chiefs of Ibadan and Ijaye continues 
with unahated fury: the former district is 
said to contain 100,000 inhabitants, and the 
latter 45,000. Abbeokuta had taken side 
with Ijaye, but at the last battle, which took 
place on the 5th of June, his people are re- 

rted to have suffered severely. Badahung, 
King ‘of Dahomey, was about to make the 
“Grand Custom” in honour of his father, 
the late King Gezo. Determined to surpass 
all former monarchs in the magnitude of the 
ceremonies to be performed on this occasion, 
Badahung had made the most extensive pre- 
parations for the celebration of the “ Grand 
Custom.” A great pit had been dug to con- 
tain human,blood enough to float a canoe. 
Two thousand persons will be sacrificed on 
this occasion. The expedition to Abbeokuta 
was postponed, but the king had sent hisarmy 
to make some excursions at the expense of 
some weaker tribes, and had succeeded in 
capturing many unfortunate creatures. The 
young people among these prisoners were to 
be sold into slavery, and the old persons 
would be killed at the ‘‘ Grand Custom.” 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, G. Brand, 
had died of dysentery on board Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship Alecto at Badaguez, on the 16th 
of June, much tothe regret of the inhabi- 
tants of Lagos, The Alecto had sailed from 
Lagos, on the 10th of July, in search of a 
notorious slaver, carrying American colours, 
and which is said to have previously made 
three successful trips. 

At Cape Coast an invasion by the Ashan- 
tees was expected, as rumours were received 
daily that they were making warlike prepa- 
rations. The captain of the American bark 
Edwin, of Salem, had been accused of kill- 
ing some Kroomen, and attempting the lives 
of others. The United-States’ gunboat 
Mohican was at Cape Coast, and the com- 
mander was investigating the affair.” 

At Sierra Leone the Church Missionary 
station at Magbeli had been wantonly de- 
stroyed and plundered by a party of Kossos, 
the Missionaries only escaping with their lives. 








[SEPTEMBER 1, 1860. 


The natives of Lagos were daily expecting 
an attack from the natives of Ashautee. 

Unirep States.— The American Anti- 
Slavery Society’s organ, the Anti-Slavery 
Standard, has published a statement, shew- 
ing that Abram Lincoln, the RepublicanCan- 

idate for the Presidency, was one of the 
strongest supporters of the Fugitive Slave 
Law. His election, nevertheless, is confi- 
dently predicted. 

Mr. Olmsted, the author of the “Sea- 
board Slave-States,” has just produced an 
other work, which treats of the social and 
political condition of the back-country, or 
the inland portion of the States in which 
Slavery exists. 

Professor E. D. Bassett, a coloured gentle- 
man of liberal education, and Principal of the 
Friends’ High School for Coloured Youth, 
Philadelphia, delivered the Annual Address, 
before the Alumni of the Connecticut State 
Normal School, on the 19th of July ultimo. 

The following is from the National Anti- 
Slavery Standard of the 21st July last : 

“ A Ciericat Woi¥F tn SHEEpP’s CLoru- 
1nG.—It is announced in the daily papers 
that the Rev. Charles H. Read, D.D., of 
Richmond, Va, has gone to Scotland, ‘to 
spend his summer vacation, and see Auld 
lang syne.” As it is not unlikely that he 
may attempt to gain access to Scotch pulpits, 
we desire to give the Abolitionists of that 
country timely notice of his pro-slavery cha- 
racter, sufficient proof of which is found in 
the simple fact that he is the pastor of a 
Presbyterian Church in that centre of the 
domestic slave-trade, the capital of Virginia, 
where a minister not consenting either to 
preach in favour of Slavery and the raising 
of human beings for the market, or to keep 
his pulpit silent in regard to that iniquity, 
would not be tolerated for a single day. He 
withdrew, we believe, a few years since, 
from the New School Presbyterian Church, 
because its General Assembly took action 
which he regarded as sniianily to Slavery ; 
and he is now, we think, a member of the 
Synod formed by the slaveholding seceders 
from that Church. The anti-slavery atmo- 
sphere of Scotland ought to be too hot for the 
respiration of such a clerical champion of 
manstealing.’’ 

A recent number of the New-York Inde- 


pendent contains an elaborate attack upon 


the Rev. Dr. Cheever, purporting to be the 
expression of the opinion of his church 
against his “ British appeal for aid.” It 
states that the present distractions in the 
Church of the Puritans have no connection 
whatever with the subject of Slavery, but 
have arisen entirely upon personal grounds 
and side issues, The Church Committee, 
however, have issued a counter-statement, 
which is re-published in the Anti-Slavery 
Standard of the 28th July, and this paper 
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does full justice to Dr. Cheever, while ex- 
posing the “true character and designs ” of 
the paper which has attacked him. The 
Principia has also taken up Dr. Cheever’s 
defence, and, in a most able leader, shews 
that the Slavery question has been the cause 
of the present difficulties of the church. 

Out of the number of 1690 negroes which 
were captured by American cruisers, and 
placed in dépét at Key West, from 260 
to 280 had died from dropsy, dysentery, and 
ophthalmia, supposed to have been contracted 
by the close confinement aboard the slavers. 
There was no truth in the report that an at- 
tempt had been made to carry them off into 
the interior. The authorities had ascertained 
that every negro who had been brought 
into Key West had been duly accounted for. 

The Boston Traveller says that slaves are 
regularly imported into Florida, from Cuba, 
by fishermen, and that the traffic is highly 
profitable, while it tends to keep up the de- 
mand for fresh negroes in Cuba. 

The New-York Tribune of the 31st July 
last has the following, in a remarkable leader 
called ‘ The Blackbird line :” 

“ We gave, not long since, a list of un- 
doubted slavers which cleared from this port 
for Africa between the 1st of January and 
the Ist of May. To this we add for May 
and June eight vessels more, including the 
Kate, namely: the brig Storm King, Lock- 
hart, master, May 2; schooner Josephine, 
Carter, master, May 17; bark Cora, La- 
tham, master, May 19; bark Buckeye, 
Booth, master, May 21; brig D. Webster, 
Bruisson, master, May 29; bark F. Deming, 
Brightman, master, June 18; and schooner 
Maraquita,Burrett,master,Junel9. Of these, 
the Cora,Josephine,and Maraquita have been 
stopped, and their eargoes discharged. The 
evidence of their intentions was sufficient to 
require bonds, though not considered suffi- 
cient to authorize confiscation. They have 


* since gone to sea. If these bonds are ever 


paid, the sum will be a very small per 
centage on the profit on a cargo of negroes. 
“This slave-trading is a profitable busi- 
ness. Itis profitable at both ends; for it 
pays those well who engage in it, and not 
badly those whose business it is to stop it at 
the outset. Precisely how much this latter 
class make, we have no means of knowing, 
but undoubtedly their gains are considera- 
ble. Itis idle to suppose that these vessels 
get off without official connivance’ All the 
methods adopted, we do not know; but 
sometimes, it is said, where no evidence has 
appeared against the vessel, a bag or two of 
gold has disappeared from her cabin ; some- 
times when, it was thought, the papers had 
been seized that would certainly convict her, 
they were found, when opened—having, in 
the mean time; been in possession of a sworn 
officer of the law—to be a mass of most in- 
nocent and uninteresting correspondence. 
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Probably, where both parties understand 
their business, all public scandal is avoided, 
and the slaver slips out of port quietly and 
unmolested.” 

A Boston paper has the subjoined :— 

“ By a recent arrival from the coast of 
Africa we learn that there were seven Ame- 
rican vessels in the Congo River, on June 4, 
trading, of course, but the names of which 
were not reported. English cruisers have 
been alongside of them all, found that they 
were not to be boarded with impunity, and 
prudently hauled off, as several officers had 
recently been reprimanded by the Admi- 
ralty for going on board American vessels 
without permission. Incidentally we have 
been informed that a regular fleet of vessels 
clear from different ports of the United States 
at the same time, and that distributed among 
them are stores and water to fit out two or 
three of them for slavers; and that when the 
coast is clear they all combine to aid the se- 
lected vessels in receiving stores and slaves 
with the greatest possible despatch. By these 
means seven or eight vessels may be all en- 
gaged in the slave-trade without having on 

ard sufficient slave-material to convict any 
one of them. This system might be termed 
the ‘mutual-aid dodge.’ We understand that 
it works successfully. It rarely happens 
that there is more than one cruiser near a 
noted slave-mart, and if she should succeed 
in making a prize she generally Jeaves the 

lace with it, and proceeds to St. Helena or 

ierra Leone. Aware of her absence, the 
‘mutual-aid’ slavers despatch as many of 
their number as possible, and generally run 
clear. We have also been informed that 
two or three swift steam slavers were fitting 
out on the coast from ports in Cuba, and that 
great gains were expected from them. As 
we have not any steam-veisels of the class re- 
quired for such a trade, we suppose they 
have been built in England, and are of iron. 

‘‘ Tf these statements are correct, the slave- 
trade, in the language of the markets, may 
be stated as ‘active, with an increased de- 
mand.’ ” 

West Inpres.—The Falmouth Post of the 
3d of July has an article strongly opposing 
the project for the establishment of a Cotton- 
growing Company for Jamaica, The writer 
says no such Company will succeed, but pre- 
dicts that its failure will arise from a pau- 
city of labourers. He argues that the present 
body of labourers will not work for a Cotton- 
growing Company, any more than they will 
now work for the sugar-growers, so long as 
they can themselves obtain more by grow- 
ing for their own profit, provisions, sugar, 
coffee, pimento, and other staples. 

On the 2d July, the Trrn1pap Council of 
Government met. The chief topic of discus- 
sion was the immigration question, and the 
majority were in favour of a large introduc- 
tion of Chinese. 
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The Liberal of Barwanos speaks in de- 
sponding terms of the condition of the la- 
bouring people, who are thrown out of em- 
ployment on account of drought. Emigra- 
* tion issu as a means of relieving the 
country of the excess of population. The 
fact is surely worth the attention of planters 
in those colonies which are crying d for 
Chinese and Indian Coolies. 

The Rev. C. Rattray of Dpmerara has 
addressed a letter to the Editor of the Cotton 
Supply Reporter, stating that “ some of the 
more intelligent of the people ” had promised 
to sow cotton-seed, as soon as he can 
cure the seed from the custom-house, where 
it had been detained for duty. The plan 
will be followed out which Mr. C has 
pursued so successfully upon the West Coast 
of Africa, namely, of supplying the people 
with seed and gins, and purchasing the pro- 
duce of their fields at a fair market value. 


PARLIAMENTARY RECORD. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Tuesday, July 31st.) 

THE SLAVE TRADE, 

Mr. Buxron had the following motion on the 

paper : 

** To call attention to the rapid increase of the 
slave-trade, and to move that, in the opinion of 
this House, it is the duty of Her Majesty's 
Government to enforce upon the Government of 
Spain the immediate execution of the treaties re- 

arding the slave-trade; firstly, by demanding 

e€ repayment, with interest, of the 400,000/, 
paid by England to Spain upon the condition 
that the slave-trade should be abolished; se- 
condly, by suspending diplomatic relations with 
Spain until the treaties are fully carried out.” 

He said that, owing to the pressure of public 
business at this period of the Session, he would 
withdraw his motion, But he must express the 
hope that the noble lord, the Foreign Minister, 
would communicate to the Spanish Government 
the strong feeling of the people of England that 
it was unworthy of such a country as Spain to 
continue this disgraceful traflic. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
(August 3rd.) 
THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

Lord Brovenam had two petitions to present 
on a very important, subject and from very im- 
portant parties—theone was from the Council of 
the Anti-Slavery Society, complaining —and 
most justly complaining—of the conduct of the 
Spanish Government, which, after having re- 
ceived compensation for their pretended loss by 
the abolition of the slave-trade, and having en- 
tered into a solemn treaty that they would 
effect that abolition, had, in breach of that treaty 
and in forgetfulness of the compensation they 
had received, allowed the trade to go on, not 
only flourishing as before, but greatly increasing 
to the enormous extent of 30,000 or 40,000 
slaves imported into Cuba each year. It was 
known to their lordships that Spain was now, to 
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her great disgrace, the only country that carried 
on the slave-trade, and whatever the pretext, 
whether the conduct of the Colonial Government, 
or the slackness of their own cruisers, or the in« 
efficiency of the cruisers of England and the 
United States on the African coast, or on the 
coast of Cuba, the fact was undeniable that they 
had not’ performed their obligations under the 
treaty, and the slave-trade had increased enor- 
mously, instead of being put down. The other 
petition was from the ex—King of Bonny, on the 
African coast, of which for many generations 
his ancestors had been the sovereigns. Until the 
year 1834,the ex-King of Bonny, like all 
African princes, had profited by that execrable 
traffie ; receiving 30,0001. a-year from the 
slave-trade carried on in his dominions, and 
his chiefs 60,000/.—no less than 90,0007. a-year, 
while the traffic continued. As alleged in his 
petition, he was partly induced and partly 
threatened into making a treaty with us by which 
he was to receive 2000 dollars a-year in com- 
pensation of the loss tohim and to his chiefs from 
the abolition of the trade. 

The Lorp CHancetior begged his noble and 
learned friend to confine himself to the prayer 
of the petition. 

Lord BrovaHaM was quite aware of the rules 
of their lordships’ house. His experience on the 
woolsack had extended to almost as many years 
as that of his noble and learned friend counted 
months. He would read the prayer of the peti- 
tion if his noble and learned friend thought it 
material. He apprehended that a general prayer 
of any grievance might come before their lord- 
ships for the purpose of obtaining their interpo- 
sition: they need not grant it unless they 
pleased. 

The Lord CHancettor apprehended it would 
be more regular to read the prayer of the peti- 
tion. 

Lord Brovanam would read the — if his 
noble and learned friend required it, but the rules 
of the house most certainly did not. 

_ Earl Granvitie observed that the hour for 
the presentation of petitions had passed. (Cries 
of ** Order of the day.”’) 

Lord BrovaHam would have presented his pe- 
titions before a quarter past five, the time within 
which petitions were confined, if his noble friend 
(Lord Granville) had been in his place. (Lord 
Granville.—-“ I was present.’”) Where his noble 
friend was—whether he was under the benches 
or under the table, he could not take upon him to 
say. The petitioner humbly prayed that their 
lordships could be pleased to interfere in his be- 
half, by directing an inquiry into the wrongs 
he had sustained and the burdens he had en- 
dured, and affording him the means of proving 
his case and justifying his conduct in all respects, 
It was only justice to this unfortunaté ex-So- 
vereign to state that, unlike the Spanish Go- 
vernment, he had most rigorously, accurately, 
and honestly performed his obligations under the 
treaty, and that the slave-trade by this means 
had been abolished on his part of the African 
coast, and the ancient commerce revived. Yet 
as he had stated in his petition, he only received 
one year’s income. He (Lord .Brougham) had 
only now to add, that in consequence of the state- 
ment made in the other House of Parliament on 
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this subject, he would abstain from bringing for- 
ward any motion relative to the conduct of the 
Spanish Government, and the injustice to our 

est-India colonies, which had suffered griev- 
ously from the wrongs inflicted by the breach of 
treaty committed by Spain, as well as from our 
admitting slave-grown produce into this country. 

Lord Woprenovusr was not aware that his 
noble and learned friend intended to present a 
petition from the ex-King of Bonny on this sub- 
ject, or he would have come down prepared to 
explain the position of the matter on the part of 
the Foreign Office. He could not admit, that 
when the whole matter was inquired into the 
facts would be found entirely as represented in 
the petition presented by his noble and learned 
friend. 

Lord Brovanam would only say, that what- 
ever foundation there might be for his complaints 
and grievances, the conduct of the ex-King of 
Bonny was an example to the Spanish Govern- 
ment; for he had performed his treaty engage- 
ments most strictly, whereas Spain had entirely 
broken through hers. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Friday, August 17th). 
HUMAN SACRIFICES AT DAHOMEY. 


Lord Fermoy ‘rose to call attention to an 
eVent which he feared was about to take place, 
and which would cause a great sacrifice of human 
life. He found the following account of what 
was expected to take place in a West-African 
newspaper : 

“ His Majesty, Badahung, King of Dahomey, 
is about to make the ‘grand custom’ in honour 
of the late King Gezo. Determined to surpass 
all former monarchs in the magnitude of the 
ceremonies to be performed on this occasion, Ba- 
dahung has made the most extensive preparations 
for the celebration of the ‘grand custom. A 
great pit has been dug, which is to contain human 
blood enough to float a canoe. Two thousand 
persons will be sacrificed on this occasion. The 
expedition to Abeokuta is postponed, but the King 
has sent his army to make some excursions at 
the expense of some weaker tribes, and has suc- 
ceeded in capturing many unfortunate creatures. 
The young people among these prisoners will be 
sold into Slavery, and the old —— will be 
killed at the ‘grand custom.’ Would to God 
this might meet the eyes of some of those philan- 
thropic Englishmen who have some feeling for 
Africa! Oh for some man of eloquence and in- 
fluence to point out to the people of England the 
comparative uselessness of their expensive squad- 
ron out here, and the enormous benefit that 
must result to this country, and ultimately to 
England herself, morally and materially, if she 
would extend her establishments on this coast ! 
Take away two-thirds of your squadron, and 
spend one-half its cost in creating more stations 
on shore, and greatly strengthening your old 
stations.” 

He need not impress upon the House the im- 
portance of taking some steps to prevent this 
awful sacrifice. It might, indeed, be already too 
late for interference, but probably there was yet 
time, as the victims could not be collected very 


| 


| 





ww 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 227 


speedily. No time should be lost in impressin 
upon the King of Dahomey the propriety o 
abandoning that frightful custom, and the kings 
of that country had always been inclined to listen 
to advice from England. Unfortunately, this 
country refused to make treaties with African 
potentates, except upon the condition of the abo- 
lition of Slavery—a very excellent plan when it 
could be carried out: but as the late King of 
Dahomy said, when urged to give up slave- 
deajing, his army, his government, and every 
thing were supported by the produce of his slaves. 
Still the Kings of Dahomy had expressed a great 
desire to have commercial relations with Eng-. 
land, whereby Slavery might be undermined. 
He thought that the influence of England might 
be usefully exerted in a remonstrance, and he 
wished to ask whether any attempt had been 
made to dissuade the King of Dahomey from the 
contemplated massacre. 

Mr. C. Fortescue said it was unnecessary to 
remind the noble lord (Fermoy) that Dahomey 
was not one of Her Majesty’scolonies. He feared 
that the announcement of a contemplated human 
massacre by that monarch was too true. As 
soon as it came to the knowledge of the noble 
lord (John Russell) he sent a solemn message to 
the King of Dahomey, remonstrating with him, 
and warning him that if he carried out his de- 
sign Her Majesty's Government would take hostile 
proceedings against him in any part of his terri- 
tory. He had great doubts whether this inter- 
ference would be effectual. These potentates in 
the interior were hardly vulnerable fo our ships, 
and, as to remonstrance by means of Missionaries, 
the day for that had hardly come yet. He was 
told that the Governor of the Gold Coast once re- 
monstrated with the King of Ashantee on a 
similar massacre, who said that he should be glad 
to put an end to these horrible customs, but that 
he durst not, so rooted were they in the super- 
stitions of the people. Every thing had been 
done short of employing actual force, which he 
was afraid could not be brought to bear in the 
present case. 








THE REV. DR. CHEEVER ON 
SLAVERY. 


THE subjoined is the text of the address read 
by the Rev. Dr. Cheever at the meeting 
held at the Spa-Fields’ Chapel, under the 
auspices of the London Emancipation Com- 
mittee, to commemorate the twenty-sixth 
anniversary of Emancipation. It is taken 
from the British Standard of the 3d of 
August, the Editor of which, we believe, 
was furnished with Dr. Cheever’s original 
manuscript. 


“TI am so unaccustomed, in the conflict 
against the great iniquity of Slavery, to the 
language of sympathy and kindness, encourage- 
ment and applause, that I hardly know how to 
acknowledge the very great and delightful 
heartiness of my frieudly reception here on this 
occasion. To the friends of the enslaved is 
given the great privilege of suffering for Christ’s 
sake, and, up to the very eve of the abolition of 
Slavery, that, perhaps, will be the result of 
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earnest and persistent labour in this cause. I 
have come from the midst of opposition and of 
slanders, and the wrath and calumny that have 
so liberally been poured upon my church and 
myself at home having been sent also across the 
Atlantic to meet me here, it is not strange if I 
felt a little doubtful of my reception. Now that 
this fear is removed, I am oppressed under the 
conviction that I can say nothing worthy of your 
kindness, that I cannot — deserve it, and 
that my endeavours will fall entirely below your 
expectations. But I beseech you, for the sake of 
the cause in which we are embarked, to bear 
with me, for I have found myself, both in body 
and in mind, exhausted and prostrated by a 
long-enforced continuance of effort, myself and 
my beloved and faithful church, for very exist- 
ence amidst our enemies, and by an incessant, 
gee stormy conflict, almost from the very 
rst moment of our resolute, uncompromising 
_ attempt, in reliance on the grace of God, to 
launch the thunders of His woe against the 
gigantic, all-conquering iniquity of Slavery in 
our country. The result has been, that through 
fire and ~ sty water, through reproach and 
suffering, God has trained and disciplined, by His 
Word and Spirit, an abolition church in the very 
heart of a city almost wholly under dominion of 
the slave power, and has kept that church faith- 
ful to God’s word, through all the disasters of 
a five-years’ battle against enemies within and 
without. We did not know what there was in 
store for us when we began in earnest. We 
hardly began in earnest till we were in the 
bosom of a thunderstorm, so deep that it was 
easier and safer to plunge through it, and come 
out on the other side, if it pleased God, than to 
turn back disheartened. My church, in each 
advance that we have made, in each successive 
conflict, has suffered a great numerical and 
niary loss, but has, doubtless, gained 
strength in God, and been beaten into a still 
more unflinching and resolute firmness in our 
struggle against the great sin: and, at what- 
ever cost, we rejoice in the freedom of a per- 
fectly unfettered pulpit, though with the dissen- 
sion, opposition, and betrayal of nearly every one 
of our wealthy supporters and friends. 

‘* The life and forces of a country are expressed 
in two directions—its religion and its laws. 
These comprehend, in their moral grasp and 
sanction, the energies and activities of commerce, 
literature, the arts and sciences—the whole 
economy, indeed, of the nation, down upon 
which they radiate the light and obligation, 
professedly, of heaven. Now, when any evil is 
enshrined and armed, is protected and enforced 
by both these establishments of opinion and 
authority, these batteries of power, its endurance 
is sure to be for ages. But a mere evil may be 
borne in patient resignation, or left to time and 

adualism for its amelioration. The revenue 

orms and exactions of a nation, for example, 
may be very oppressive, and yet a submission to 
them may bea religious duty, even as announced 
distinctly by our blessed Lord. But, when not 
merely a burden but a sin is laid upon men’s 
shoulders, and bound there by the religion and 
the laws, then and there, coeval with such a 
wrong, there arises an obligation of incessant 
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protest, disobedience, and moral resistance ; and 
if this resisting dictate of conscience and of God 
is not obeyed, every man becomes a voluntary 
party to the guilt, complicated personally in it, 
and accountable for it. Those are bound to 
resist first and strongest who are nearest to God, 
most completely and clearly in His light—that 
is, his church, his people, armed with his 
word, commissioned from Him with his Spirit 
and truth; a revolutionary power, in a world 
lying in wickedness, to overturn, and overturn, 
and overturn, till things shall be settled in ac- 
cordance with the principles of Christ’s own 
kingdom. This is our radicalism; this is God’s 
conservatism, the removal of those things that 
may be shaken, that those things that cannot be 
shaken may remain perfect and secure. If the 
servants of God, who, really fearing Him, as 
Burke said, fear nothing else, would just take 
this work and pursue it, there would soon be a 
settlement on right grounds, and no iniquity 
could stand before a people armed with God's 
righteousness, and wp | in Him. For this 
work they are girt, not with carnal weapons, but 
n wgyee such as are mighty through God to 
the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan, 
and the assault of spiritual wickedness in high 
places. 

** Now, mark you, just in proportion to the 
strength of such strongholds, their comprehen- 
siveness, ambition, and defiance, their insole 
supremacy and power of position—just in that 
degree is the obligation of attacking them not 
lessened, but increased ; just in that proportion 
the duty of opposition and aggressive warfare on 
the part of the church and ministry becomes the 
more instant and inevitable. There is no other 
body or power that can take a stand successfully, 
by God’s authority, against both the religion and 
laws of a country when they enshrine and com- 
mand that which is sin against God. If we were 
silent, if they could put out these fires of the 
law of God and the Gospel of Christ, then, in- 
deed, like a disabled steamship in which the 
water has risen so high as to extinguish the fires 
in the furnaces ow destroy all possibility of 
salvation by ~~ either the ship or the 
pumps, we must go down. There is no safety 
for,us but in God, and none in Him but just in 
so far as we work with his word, and keep that 
mighty power in ceaseless play. We can go 
into the fight with no other weapons, and there 
is no hope until the rank and file of God’s 
militia in the church close up, and, like the 
Duke’s Guards, stand firm, and, when the word 
comes, launch themselves in God’s name like a 
thunderbolt against the enemy. The work may 
be perilous; in the beginning it always is ; but 
it ceases to be so, just in proportion to the bold- 
ness, energy, and union with which it is pros- 
ecuted. Our great work now in America is to 
rouse the church and ministry, armed with the 
thunderings and lightnings of God's word, 
— this complicated and infinite wickedness 
of Slavery—complicated in so many directions 
and forms, that the hour of this occasion would 
not suffice even to indicate them, and infinite in 
essence, in consequence, in perpetuity, from 
generation to generation. You have no ade- 
quate conception of its debauching, devastating, 
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uncontrollable sway. It has gone through the 
land, and through the sweep of years, and 
through every successive barrier reared against 
its progress, removing them out of the way, 
when the time came for its blows to be struck, 
with an almost sublimity of ease and reckless- 
ness. It has taken captive the greatest minds, 
suborned the most enlightened consciences, com- 
manded the service and debauched the principles 
of the most acute and colossal legal intellects, 
and retained in its behalf the greatest masters of 
@ georgeous and imaginative rhetoric. It has 
set the seal of a complicit, guilty silence upon 
the most orthodox pulpits and the saintliest 
tongues with as undisputed and submissive a 
resignation as ever followed the touch of heaven's 
fire upon Isaiah’s mouth for his celestial elo- 
quence. It has opened consecrated lips to for- 
swear and forbid in the very sanctuary even the 
privilege of prayer for the enslaved, as endan- 
gering the stability of the Union by the possibility 
of an answer. Its empire over men’s minds is 
complicated out of every element of influence, 
and secured by every security of selfishness— 
complicated as a vast network of law, monopoly, 
rejudice, power, pride, interest, fashion, social 
abitude, perverted Scripture, false and invete- 
rate opinion, licentiousness, truth held in un- 
righteousness, and the unrighteousness ecclesi- 
astically admitted and enforced as the interpre- 
tation of the truth: all these snares thrown 
upon society, and, as the result of the complicity 
of the church, a conscience seared as with a hot 
iron, and the power and dreadfulness of that last 
stage of social, ecclesiastical, governmental, and 
national delirium, where crime is enshrined as 
law and religion,—a judicial blindness, the being 
iven over to strong delusion to believe a lie. 
his monstrous sin, thus fortified and enthroned, 
is a reproduction of that Anomos, that lawless 
one, described by Paul} in foreshadowing the 
grim features of the great apostacy; lawless 
towards God, yet full of viperous, venomous law 
towards man; a power boundless, absolute, 
involved, and intricate, of statutes with all the 
diabolic ingenuity and ensnaring technicality of 
entanglement and opportunity of evil, ever 
contrived in the worst code out of Pandemonium. 
There is nothing like it now upon earth, repro- 
ductive, self-renewing, with a capacity of 
spinning and fastening new webs of laws, of 
which, together with the venom of their work in 
the conscience and on the social frame; and of 
the horror of such a nuisance, a poisonous 
spider as big as St..Paul’s Cathedral, with the 
power of ejecting chain cables from its ecclesi- 
astical bowels, to fasten on its victims, would be 
a faint emblem. <A capacity also of darkening 
men’s moral atmosphere, and paralyzing their 
moral sense, that is like the faculty of the squid 
with its ink-bag, and for years has been shroud- 
ing and perverting men’s moral vision as with 
the film of acataract, so that they put dark- 
ness, for light, and light for darkness. They 
have reversed the elements both of reason- 
ing and intuition, and have taken the vilest, 
basest, most rapacious form of cruelty against 
man, and set it as the Missionary providence of 
God, and the key-stone of their chosen social and 
religious institute, with shoutings of Grace, grace 
quto it! 
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. * There is no possibility of exaggerating the 
terribleness of the congeries of cruel opinions, 
propositions, arguments, and laws, concentrated 
in this system, of the hideousness and execrable 
impiety of which, examined by the Gospel, but 
especially when considered as having been con- 
trived and established under its light, no symbol 
can convey any adequate conception. The slave 
code of the United States, with the sentence of 
supreme judicial wisdom, piety, and jurispru~ 
dence crowning it, that black men have no rights 
that white men are bound to respect, is a knotted 
pyramid, as of sculls and serpents, of cruelties 
cabled into law, forged into chain cables, an- 
chored with precedents, cruelties of custom, 
covetousness, and practised fraud, serpentine, 
inveterately intertwisted, upcoiling, and with 
lambent, sibilant tongues and fangs protruding, 
reminding us of the sight that once in a South- 
American wilderness nearly froze Humboldt’s 
soul with horror,—the spectacle of a pyramidal 
column of living congregated snakes, interfolding, 
interknotted, in one body, but with heads and 
necks shooting forth in individual snaky vitality 
from the corporate solidity and socialism. So do 
the very meanest securities and complexities in 
the slave system gather strength and significance 
from the compacted, knotted, strong-drawn unity 
of the whole, on the basis of compromise, and of 
asserted constitutional law, expediency being set 
in the place of righteousness, but the malignity 
and intensity of living covetousness and cruelty 
animating all the convolutions, and ever and 
anon, forth from the frightful, never resting, 
corded pyramid of serpent life, there shoots out 
some new glittering colossal American adder’s 
head of fresh and of far-darting statute, threat 
ening and wrathful, with all the consolidated 
venom of the congregated mass. The slave 
system being the governing system and power, 
and the Constitution itself being interpreted 
according tu its requisitions, the jurisprudence of 
that system is the ruling national : 
and the consequence results, that by reason of 
the multiplied and vast related interests, the 
pee sentiment and sensibility becomes a 

abit of cruelty and oppression, and an absolute 
jealousy against equity, as being the enemy of 
the vested rights in this system of iniquity. 

‘* To this dreadful pass we have arrived. I 
think you never came to this, either in the 
growth of your colonial Slavery, or in your 
moral, spiritual, and parliamentary conflict 
against it. Dreadful as that system was, you 
little know the power and horror of it at your 
own doors,—a pestiferous, social, and religious 
tyranny of cunning and power, setting its seals 
on every habitation, its minister and altar of 
moral death and worship in every household, 
You never arrived at the deliberate wickedness, 
in your national jurisprudence, of declaring that 
black men have no rights that white men are 
bound to respect, and that precedents of antique 
mischief and darkness are to be set as the rule 
of Christian practice and law, so that, whenever 
your judges find, in past centuries of ignorance 
and insensibility, any inhuman, barbarous, de- 
testable opinion prevalent, sanctioning any 
atrocious cruelty, they are bound to enthrone 
that in the place of justice, and instead of 
rectifying a past error and abolishing a past 
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crime by the light of Christianity and the de- 
cisions of equity, they are bound to seize and 
Christianity and equity itself as = 
servants of the crime and forerunners of t 
wickedness. The mark ef American justice on 
the whole coloured race is that of vagabonds 
upon their native soil and of criminals, that 
every one that. findeth them may slay them, 
When Cain was sent forth from Eden, though 
red with the blood of his brother’s murder, 
mercy of God provided for him against the venge- 
ance of private retribution; but American 
Slavery, and American justice at the bidding of 
Slavery, brands not only its immediate victims, 
but their whole affiliated race, in colour or in 
blood, as the legitimate prey of every social 
pirate, and pursues them everywhere with im- 
placable ferocity, denying even to injured inno- 
cence a pity that the very justice of God accords 
even to crime. You never had a whole tribe 
of judges legally commissioned, and new tribu- 
nals established, to see to the complete and per- 
fect execution of eruelty and crime against a 
whole race of millions of innocent beings. You 
never had the constitution of your country per- 
verted, scandalized, and made a tool of tyranny 
and cruelty, by a forgery foisted into it, a series 
of diabolic cyphers fraudulently inserted at the 
right side of the figure 1, and thus making the 
unit of freedom and justice a million of iniquity 
and Slavery. The dead flies of your ointment 
you take out as fast as the nostrils of the people 
perceive their offensive savour ; our slave moral- 
ists and legislators carefully preserve them, and 
ind them up, and distil their essential oil to 
penetrate the whole mass, as the very essence of 
its preciousness and fragrance. Your cock- 
atrice’s eggs were never crushed nor hatched to 
break into new vipers, and, above all, were never 
given to the people as their food. Bad as some 
of your judges at one time were, you never had 
evan_ane Jeffrays so inhuman as some of the 
creatures of slave-law; and, above all, your laws 
were never yet constructed on the principle, and 
your judges chosen, disciplined, onl rewarded by 
the same rule, of favouring wrong instead of 
right, and pressing the utmost exactness of cruel 
law against liberty, and against mercy, in 
behalf of cruelty and Slavery. But the nature 
of our system of Slavery is such, and of the laws 
contrived to uphold it, of which the infamous 
gy Slave Law is an example, North as 
well as South, that it may be said of those 
judically ordained to these functions, as it was at 
the vilest period of Judean wickedness, her 
judges are evening wolves; and we have had 
cases of men awarding helpless babes, whose 
mothers have fled with them into a Free State, 
back into the hell of Slavery, under pretence of 
wervicedue; as if there could be such a thing as 
service due from a babe whose only faculty is 
that of tugging at its mother’s breast—service 
due from the babe to the pretended owner of the 
mother, or the possibility of such service—so 
that a literal impossibility is made the ground 
of a pretended contract; and on the figment of 
such contract is asc the claim of perpetual 
property, descending, as an entailed inheritance, 
of course, from father to son, on the part of 
the pretended owner, and of cruelty and 
misery on the part of the innocent victim of 
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such iniquity, to the latest generation. We 
have had such cases, and worse than such, in 
which the only suitable figure emblematic of 
such justice, and of such monsters as such jus- 
tice educates, would be not merely the evening 
wolf, as drawn by the pen of Divine Inspiration, 
but the statue of a hyena of the desert with an 
infant child upon its tusks. 

Now, I may safely say that you in this country 
never have had such a colossal work to accomplish 
as the destruction of such a system as this, right 
at your own doors ; your own merchants imagin- 
ing that the stability of your wealth, and even 
your very existence as a nation, were bound be 
in its permanence; your own neighbours, 
those that go with you to church, and the church 
that admits you to her communion, and the mi- 
nisters of God that break to you the bread of life, 
upholding and justifying the whole iniquity, in- 
fected with it, under subjection to it. You have 
not had to endure an enforeed silence of your 
pulpits, on pain of being deprived of your chosen 
spiritual guides; and your pastors have not been 
under the temptation of keeping silence at the 
= of distraction and division in their churches, 

nishment from their parishes, and almost 
starvation. I know that your faithful Noncon- 
formists laid the foundation and fought the 
battles of your own religious freedom at just such 
cost, but you never have had this conflict unto 
death against Slavery. Yet the peril is no just 
excuse for silence or inaction. I am reminded of 
a good Quaker’s reply in our country to a pro- 
slavery minister, who told him, when he had 
been inquiring why he did not take ground 
against Slavery, ‘Why, Sir, you know we are 
dependent on the people for our bread, and we 
must live.’ ‘I see very plainly the fact of your 
dependence,” was the answer, ‘ but I do not see so 

lainly the necessity or importance of your living.’ 
ere at home, in your own dear, native, beautiful 
England, at least from the time of Lord Mans- 
field’s decision, and through the influence of some 
of your noblest statesmen and divines, and, with 
some exceptions, throughout the whole body of 
your literature, your moral philosophy, your 
poetry, and the principles of your jurisprudence, 
from Bracton and Coke downwards, you have had 
a tide of power to drive against this iniquity, and 
it has been to you a foreign evil and sin. At 
length, by the grace of God, you have, at a great 
cost, broken the chains from 800,000 slaves in 
your colonies. God has, by training you to this 
magnificent act, put you under bonds for the 
emancipation of every slave on the face of the 
whole earth, and has given you the means of ful- 
filling this obligation. He has given you an 
authority and power towards us greater than 
that of all your navies, nobler, grander, mightier 
than that of all your armies, more legitimate, 
more irresistible. He has prepared you to be— 
what we cannot yet be, because our hands are 
red with African blood—God’s priesthood to a 
world. Be ye clean, ye that bear the vessels of 
the Lord. In whatsoever vice God commissions 
us to attack, we can do nothing if we leave it in 
the power of the enemy to say, ‘ Physician, heal 
thyself!’ The spread-eagleism of our Fourth of 
July eloquence is all hypoerisy and fustian, when, 
at the very same moment that we are mounted to 
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Slavery, with the crooked talons of our slave 
laws, is perched n our national tribunal of 
justice. Now, by the grace of God, you are free 
from this iniquity, however, in time past, it must 
be said, And were some of you; and by very 
virtue of your having been yourselves conspicuous 
in this guilt, and renounced it, and, to the praise 
of God's grace be it spoken, renounced it through 
the conviction of its wickedness, you may be to 
the rest of the world a royal priesthood, to shew 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out 
of this darkness into his marvellous light. 

It is a literal impossibility for me at this time 
to intimate, even general, what I would be 
glad to spread before you in detail. But I may 
say two things, induced especially by recent deve- 
lopments sail pressures. First, you may help us 
greatly by grappling with the dreadful prejudice 
against colour, and rebuking and denouncing it. 

eat it, as well as the slaveholding which is at 
the bottom of it, as a wickedness expressly for- 
bidden by the Almighty. It is the spawn almost 
solely of Southern Movies, and we-have had in 
our own country recently a demonstration of the 
infinite hypocrisy of this prejudice, which has 
not even the merit of being natural, is the sheer 
creation of circumstance, in the procession through 
our cities of some sixty or seventy Japanese, with 
a skin as tawny as that of our mulattoes; and if 
they had been dressed in a slave's trousers, with 
unshaven crowns, they would, any of them, per- 
ambulating the Southern States, have been 
clapped up as good slave material, thrown into 
prison as vagabonds, and sold to pay their gaol 
fees. But their colour has not prevented their 
being followed and flattered, caressed and feted, 
as no retinue of strangers ever has been since 
Lafayette visited our country. Such a demon- 
stration of the falsehood of the existence of any 
natural prejudice against colour as an instinct is 
almost ludicrous. The truth is, if the Africans 
could be placed at the top of society, and the 
whites at the bottom, for one or two generations, 
the prejudice in regard to colour would unques- 
tionably be reversed also. Let the wealth and 
power of society be placed at the disposal of the 
coloured race, and the sentiments and the very 
theories of men Would change in favour of their 
sootiness. 

The example and the efforts of Lord Brougham 
against the workings of this wicked prejudice are 
admirable. He has brought to the notice of Par- 
liament the recent outrage committed against a 
respectable American family on board one of the 
Cunard steamers for the alleged crime of African 
blood in their veins. Now, we honestly think 
you may properly judge this on board a British 
steamer to have been a worse outrage than the 
expulsion of a coloured person would be from the 
cars on an American railroad, When Mr. Dallas 
refuses a passport to a native American because 
of the darkness of his skin, he commits an insult 
against God and humanity, which is perfectly 
natural in the official of a great slave power ; but 
it is unnatural and doubly criminal in a servant 
of the British people and Government to take part 
in such insults. It is to be hoped that the people 
of Great Britain will not wink at the manifesta- 
tion of such an inhuman and insulting prejudice, 
nor suffer its continuance, under the British flag, 
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in a corporation wholly and prondly British, but 
ly Bubservient to the 
remy power. — - ise and sanction 
ou it not be surprising that in 
Ammation he 
slave-trade itself under the American flag. Con- 
sidering the immensely over- 
of base and selfish interest for the support of the 
system in America, it would be no more than fair 
of cringing to the slave power, and of deference to 
its insolent dictates here, you must expect at least 
America, where Slavery has created for its own 
purposes a new system both of theology and 
devils, is _ balanced by the pound in Great 
Britain, where you are delivered from the pre= 
of law, morals, and religion. Is this to your 
glory, that you are now on such a height in re- 
with it, which would be ed but as a very 
small matter in America, becomes here a great 
mean, in your Cunard steamers, if they should 
be found admitting the slave power to regulate 
villany, as it is in New-York merchants to turn 
pirates for the profit of the villany itself. . Your 
is incomparably baser than our New-York even 
in their open advocacy of the crime. And we do 
in the shape of preacher, editor, or press, in such 
a country as yours, that will burn incense before 
part of this worship, that will so’ needlessly in- 
sult and slander the anti-slavery sentiment and 
baseness that ought to be quite impossible. It 
might be pardoned comparatively in the United 
something must be pardoned to the spirit of li- 
berty; so now you might almost say something 
with the spirit of Slavery; but here in England 
there ought to be no pardon, no endurance of 
tion and contempt for the writer, orator, or cor 
poration infected by such a spirit. If men live in 
be expected that nine-tenths of the inhabitants 
will have ‘the shakes,’ especially if they are 
and the ministers of the Gospel that ‘ the shakes* 
are an essential element of health, piety, and Jon 
under a sound and not insane dispensation of the 
Gospel, to inoculate themselves with the disease, 
nicate it to their neighbours, that they may make 
more money out of cotton and quinine; for men 
purely from commercial and political considera- 
tions ; to fall down before the imported image of 
the profit of such idolatry, this surely would be a 
more desperate debasement of conscience, a worse 


in this instance most basel 
If they legitimatise 
people go further, and protect the 
balancing amount 
to make this concession. If you admit an ounce 
a pound there. The complicity by the ton in 
justice, woven out of what Paml calls doctrines of 
sence of this sin, where it is a contraband article 
gard to this iniquity, that a degree of complicity 
sin. It would be almost as bad, and quite as 
the social code upon the sea, in deference to this 
public press, whenever it apologises for Slavery, 
think that a ee man or machine, be it 
this Dagon, that will volunteer in defence of any 
reputation so justly yours, is a manifestation of 
States, where, as Burke once said in better times, 
must be pardoned because of the despotic infection 
such a monstrosity, nor any thing but condemna- 
a land of the malaria of fever and ague, it must 
taught to believe by the physicians of the country 
life. But for men in a healthy country, an 
and go about in ague fits, and strive to commu- 
to adopt a foreign idol, the sin of another country, 
an outworn and execrable barbarism merely for 
renouncement of God, and of all that is noble in 
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humanity, than the continual worship of one’s 
accustomed native idols. I have only to add on 
this point, that if, in this country and in the 
United States, the churches will resolutely adopt 
and apply the principles which your admirable 
Bishop Wilson has adopted and applied for the 
extirpation of the evil of caste in British India, 
the prejudice will be conquered and destroyed. 
But, leaving the outposts, we come now to the 
citadel. I may say, in the second place, that 
having been yourselves redeemed from this ini- 
quity by God’s mercy and grace, and clearly now 
seeing and knowing its sinfulness, you may do 
much for our deliverance by religiously and con- 
scientiously treating it as a sin, necessarily ex- 
cluding those who practise it from membership 
in the Christian Church, and to be rebuked in 
those who sanction it as directly and rain meigg, 
the sin of idolatry, or adultery, or murder. You 
would not endure among you in Christian fellow- 
ship those professed Christians who would sanction 
these crimes, even though themselves not person- 
ally defiled with them. You would not endure a 
defence of the morality of the brotherhood of 
Thugs or Mormons. Let us therefore mark with 
as stern and pungent a condemnation those who 
defend and receive as Christians the brotherhood 
of slaveholders. There is great gain in calling 
sins by their right names, especially if God Him- 
self has defined and op ie ape ree There 
is t gain in taking God’s ground and pressing 
the ogi. of God’s word remorselessly, sternly, 
just where it cuts, just as it cuts, without respect 
to ns. This is the very use that one of the 
most celestial logicians ever created and taught 
of God, and 3 mae with His Spirit, made of it 
—Jonathan Edwards—whose sermon against the 
slave-trade and Slavery, as being a sin as inhe- 
rently sinful as murder, preached in 1791, is as 
rfect a specimen of what is now denounced as 
anaticism as you can find in the English lan- 
down to this date of 1860. He says that 
e Africans, being by nature equally entitled to 
freedom as we are, and having the same right to 
their freedom which they have to their property 
or their lives, to enslave them, or to hold them 
as slaves, is as rea and in the same sense, 
wrong, as to murder them. He applies the same 
inexorable logic, taught by the word of God, to 
every case, and declares that ‘it is as really 
wicked to rob a man of his liberty as to rob him 
of his life.’ To hold a slave he declares to be this 
crime. And he demands to know how it is pos- 
sible that our fathers and men now alive, univer- 
sally reputed pious, should hold negro slaves, and 
yet be the subjects of real piety, since to hold a 
man as a slave is a greater sin in the sight of 
God than concubinage or fornication. He ad- 
dresses himself to slaveholders, and says to them, 
You daily violate the plain rights of mankind, 
and that in a higher degree than if you committed 
theft or robbery. To hold a man in Slavery is to 
deprive him of his liberty, and to deprive a man 
of his liberty is man-stealing, and therefore to 
hold men in Slavery is man-stealing, which we 
have seen is by God Himself declared to be a 
ter crime than fornication, theft, or robbery. 
In this tremendous sermon, by this archangel of 
fanatics, he does not extend his view to the infi- 
nite exasperations of the crime to be found in the 
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entailment of its guilt and misery from genera- 
tion to generation by slave-breeding and child- 
stealing for Missionary purposes ; the conception 
of such supra-Satanic hypocrisy and wickedness 
never entered into his comprehensive mind. Nay, 
he expected the speedy abolition of the whole ini- 
quity, and declared that the light against it was 
so increasing that he would venture to predict, 
that within fifty years from that time it would 
be as shameful for a man to hold a negro slave 
as to be guilty of common robbery or theft. 
Seventy years have passed away, the light all the 
while increasing, but at the same time the visual 
cataract of blindness increasing, which results 
from holding the truth in unrighteousness ; and 
if the author of this sermon were permitted to 
come down from heaven, walk through the 
Southern States, behold four million humar 
beings bought, held, sold as merchandise, enter 
the city of Newhaven, walk across the green and 
shady park of the churches and the colleges, and 
find that, by the leading pastor among those 
churches, the highest possible sanction of slave- 
holding is maintained in the defence of the Ame- 
rican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, in their admission of slaveholders into their 
Missionary churches, and that, by his avowal, the 
rejection of a slaveholder from communion in the 
Christian Church was an almost universally re- 
pudiated aye of church discipline, and that 
now not the sin of Slavery was denounced from 
the word of God, but the uncharitableness, the 
malignity, the madness of those who affirm 
Slavery to be essentially and inevitably sinful ; 
the discovery that such a Christianity as he be- 
lieved on earth, and which had carried him to 
heaven, had ripened in the second generation into 
such fruits, if he did not know that it was the 
ie one of Christianity, and not its fruits, 
would be almost enough to carry him back into 
heaven an infidel. It is indeed enough to curdle 
the natural conscience into an impossibility of 
belief, if the chalice of such a monstrosity be 
commended to the soul, and imposed upon it, as 
really the cup of salvation. 

And here it is that we must take our stand, 
and direct the truth as the truth is in Jesus upon 
the central citadel of this infernal abomination, 
and shoot the excommunicating lightnings of 
God’s word against it. For maintaining this 
position, which is the only position and claim 
that can be maintained consistently with the 
word of God and the purity of the churches, the 
few who have thus far insisted upon it in the 
United States have been attacked, abused, and 
slandered. And the New Church Anti-Slavery 
Society is stigmatized, and the endeavour is 
made, even throughout New England, to repel 
men from joining it, on the ground of its abolition 
principles, especially this, of the inherent, in- 
alienable, ineradicable sinfulness of slaveholding. 
So late as March of the present year 1860, an 
eminent clergyman tauntingly asks, ‘* What if 
Dr. Cheever thinks he finds authority in the 
Scriptures for regarding a slaveholder as an out- 
cast from the kingdom of Christ, and for excom- 
municating or exscinding him accordingly? Has 
that eminent witness for an almost universally 
repudiated principle of church discipline so much 
influence in the old-school denomination, that a 





OG cy 








SEPTEMBER 1, 1860.] 


convention so grave, and learned, and orthodox, 
and influential, need be afraid to contradict him ?”’ 
But in spite of these views, and of all opposition, 
this repudiated principle is prevailing, and must 
prevail. Pe longer ago than last — it was 
my privilege to‘propese a sweeping resolution at 
the ates meeting of the N pacdbark State Con- 
—— Association, and after an earnest 

iscussion, notwithstanding the opposition of 
some of the leading members of the body, it was 
carried with a slight,alteration—* Resolved, that 
the holding of slaves is in all cases an immorality 
the renunciation of which ought to be made a 
condition of membership in the Christian church, 
and that the sin of slaveholding is one against 
which the law of God and the Gospel ought to be 
proclaimed in preaching persistently until this 
iniquity be overthrown.” This was a victory of 
righteousness. But in the same month a reso- 
lution of a similar character, offered at the meet- 
ing of the American Board in Philadelphia, and 
intended to apply to the Missionary churches, 
was rejected utterly, and I helieve unanimously. 
And to illustrate the disastrous influence of such 
a refusal by the Board to treat slaveholding as a 
sin, I may mention the fact, that when, at one 
of the Choctaw Missionary stations, a convert, 
who was a slaveholder, and had been received as 
such into the church, called upon the Missionary 
to tell him that he felt distressed in his conscience 
as to.the inconsistency between holding slaves 
and belonging to the church, that Missionary 
immediately handed to the conscience-stricken 
convert a tract, entitled “An Argument for the 
Divine Right of Slavery.” It was a religious 
tract, such as the American Tract Society might 
have issued in perfect accordance with its pro- 
slavery policy. 

Now we have got to take our stand against 
such wickedness, citadelled even in Christian 
churches and Societies, in the centre of the word 
of God, and in reliance on His Spirit to shoot 
forth its thunderings and lightnings. This is 
our radicalism, and we mean to carry its prin- 
ciples out to the utmost extreme that the word 
of God commands or justifies in dealing with this 
gigantic sin. We say these principles were re- 
vealed to be practised, and in the name of God 
and humanity, in behalf of four millions of our 
enslaved brethren, we mean to apply them. They 
are the institutions of conscience, of justices, and 
of true benevolence, divinely taught. ‘They beat 
as a life pulse in the untrammelled, unsophisti- 
cated piety of every heart ; and, dedicating our- 
selves to this blessed work, to carry the abo- 
lition principles and power of God’s word into 

ractice, we mean, by God’s help, to act on 
Biachepense’s beautiful phrase of consecration, 
*¢ Henceforth the firstlings of my heart shall be 
the firstlings of my hand.” And that, indeed, 
is just the wisdom enjoined of God in such a 
work of benevolence, of such pressing necessity, 
and not to be delayed—‘* Whatever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might.” We are 
not to regard ceremonies, rules, conventionalities, 
nor to give the enemy any advantage by ad- 
mitting for one moment the claim of any vested 
rights in wickedness. We must cut through 
every entanglement of sophistry, every Gordian 
knot that cannot be untied, every consideration 
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of a sacred expediency, and we must enter boldly i 


-into the sanctuary, and take the divinest show- 


bread from the altar, if it be necessary to save 
life. We must despise and trample upon the in- 
solent fastidiousness that proclaims the Sabbath 
and the pulpit too holy for such themes. The 
slaveholder will hunt his slaves with horses and 
hounds upon the Sabbath-day ; indeed, it is his 
favourite season for such ferocious sport. And 
which of these most orthodox observers, so jea~ 
lous for the honour of God and the sacredness of 
his Sabbath, that they denounce you as mad- 
men, and desecrating blasphemers, and political 
pulpit ranters, if you presume to advocate in 
God’s name, and on the Sabbath-day, the claims 
of oppressed and bleeding humanity in the per- 
son of the slave, if they had an ox or an ass that 
should fall into a pit on the Sabbath-day, would 
not lay hold on it and lift it out? We will be — 
instant, in season and out of season, in scorn and 
defiance of such infinite hypocrisy. We will 
take a le’son even from negro sagacity and 
energy. During the war of our Revolution, in one 
of its darkest periods, and at one of its most pe- 
rilous posts, Washington found that night after 
night the sentries stationed at a very critical 
point were picked off in some unaccountable, 
undiscoverable way. At length he called to 
him a very trusty negro in the army, in whose 
presence of mind and courage he had great con- 
fidence—a negro citizen, in spite of Justice 
Faney’s infamous decision—a negro citizen to 
whom George Washington would have given a 
passport, signed by his own hand, of protection 
as an American citizen all over the world: let 
Mr. Dallas note this, and inquire if the inso- 
lence and cruelty of his modern democracy are 
any better than the republicanism and justice of 
the father of his country—a negro citizen and 
soldier; and to this man Washington com- 
mitted for that night the watch at that point of 
danger. He impressed upon him his directions 
as to vigilance, and the manner of the watch- 
word, which was to call out, if he heard any 
movement, ‘* Who goes there?” three times, and 
then fire. The faithful, keen-witted negro re- 
ceived his commander's instructions, revolved 
them in his thoughts, and made up his mind 
accordingly, determined to keep them, even to 
the letter. Past midnight, when all was silent 
as the grave, he heard a suspicious, stealthy 
step advancing, and, discerning a shadowy form 
through the darkness, he levelled his gun, called 
out with a rapid voice, “*Who goes dere tree 
time?” and then instantly fired. The foe was 
killed, the plot discovered, and the position saved, 
It is just thus that, by rapidity and boldness, by 
admitting nothing, by taking advantage of every 
technicality on the side of freedom, by pressing 
to the uttermost, in letter and in spirit, every 
claim of righteousness and justice, we mean to ~ 
outwit: and overcome our infernal adversary, for 
we are not ignorant of his devices. 

In this conflict the churches of Great Britain 
must assist us in the uncompromising applica- 
tion of the word of God. There are two phrases 
that have done good service from two 
masters in our country, the one of fervid and 
practical piety, the other of philosophy, law, 
and practical statesmanship—phrases that have 
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cut us with the of a two-edged sword : the 
one phrase from John Wesley, as to the prac- 
tical diabolism of the system of Slavery, that it 
is ** the sum of all villanies ;” and the other from 
Lord Brougham, reprobating ‘“‘the wild and 
guilty phantasy that man can hold property in 
man.” This latter is the grand principle which 
we find in the Mosaic statutes—the principle on 
which the man that holds a fellow-being as a 
slave, the man that makes merchandise of man 
—which it is impossible to be a slaveholder with- 
out \doing—is reprobated of God as a man- 
stealer, and, along with the murderer, is condemn- 
ed to death. This impossibility of a righteous 
property in man, this righteous and inexorable 
treatment of Slavery, according to the dictates 
-of natural and revealed religion, is the destruc- 
tion of the system. Now, is it not wonderful 
that at this day, under the light of Christianity, 
1860 years after the death of Christ, a crime, 
execrated by the Divine law under the penalty 
of death along with that of murder, should have 
been rescued from that criminal fellowship, and 
received, under the Gospel, into Christian com- 
munion, as if it werea virtue? Was there ever 
&@ more malignant and extraordinary hallucina- 
tion? Can it be continued, and the church in 
which it continues remain in the favourof God ? 
A crime gibbeted by the law of God is taken 
by Christian surgeons from the gallows, is ex- 
humed by Gospel resurrectionists, galvanized 
into a hideous life, and set among the living 
guests at the sacramental feast as a suitable 
companion with Faith, Hope, and Charity! And 
those who undertake to thrust the torch of God’s 
flaming law within the skeleton, beneath the 
mask into the ghastly face of this crime, and by 
the law to drag it forth beneath the condemna- 
tion of the Gospel, are themselves assaulted and 
denounced as being greater sinners and infidels 
than those who, in the very Church of God, 
practise and make profit of the iniquity. I say 
it is an unparalleled madness. There was nothing 
ever in the worst corruptions of Christianity so 
bad as this. In the deepest depths of the great 
apostasy, under the dominion of the Man of Sin, 
there never was the open, unblushing affirmation 
of a Christian adulterer, a Christian idolater, a 
Christian murderer; but under the Gospel we 
are commanded to admit, as a reality of unble- 
mished piety, the Christian slaveholder, the 
Christian man-merchant, the Christian child- 
stealer—since every slaveholder is, by the very 
law that perpetuates the system and his property 
in it, the stealer of every babe born of every 
slave-mother, and marks and claims it as his 
chattel from the birth, by that infamous statute 
borrowed from Pagan jurisprudence, and baptized 
in the name of Christ, Partus sequitur ventrem. 
Now, in the condemned churches of the Apo- 
~ calypse there never was any Jezebel worse than 
the teacher of such an enormity. And here, 
under Christ’s authority, the plain Gospel is to 
be applied; and it is remarkable, that, Yn the 
very instructions of Paul to Timothy how to 
use the law in ; reaching the Gospel, he drags 
forth menstealers along with murderers, and 
declares that the law is to be employed in preach- 
ing against those abominable crimes and sin- 
ners, even according to the glorious Gospel of 
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the blessed God committed to our trust. Such 


is God’srule ; but for applying the law just as it. 


is, and using God’s own terms in the proclama- 
tion of his own word, we have been denounced 
as fanatical, vituperative, insane, furious, uncha- 
ritable, slanderers, burned in effigysand denounced 
almost as the greatest of sinners,simply for de- 
nouncing sin with God’s own recorded, un- 
deniable reprobation against it. The rage, wrath, 
malice, evolved by the simple application of the 
truth, shew plainly where our power lies in at- 
tacking this monster sin, this Jeviathian dis- 
porting himself in the oceanic charity of slave- 

olding churches, who laughs at every weapon 
but that of Divine truth, and never spouts 
blood but you may know that your harpoon 
has gone into his vitals. And this treatment 
= the word of God is the only effectual me- 
t " 
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A SLAVE WHIPPED TO DEATH.—The Tobacco 
Plant, a paper published at Clarksville, Va., 
says, that on the 4th of July Charles Hudson 
whipped his negro woman Jane to death, upon 
his plantation in Mecklenburg County. He tied 
her to a tree at eight o’clock in the morning, and 
flogged her at intervals till eleven o'clock. Then 
she was untied, but before she could go forty 
yards from the tree to which she had been bound, 
she fell and died. The paper alluded to says that 
‘* for the honour of humanity” it is to be hoped 
that the case will appear less shocking and 
barbarous when the facts are fully known, 
from which we infer that a man may murder his 
slave in rather a delicate and kind manner in 
Virginia. 

A Nostg Lapy —Miss Cornelia Barbour, a 
daughter of the Hon. James Barbour, of Vir- 
ginia, formerly Governor of that State, and a 
member of President J. Q. Adams’s Cabinet, has 
resolved to emancipate her numerous slaves, and 
locate them in a free State, where they can en- 
joy liberty and (if they will) acquire property.— 

ew-York Tribune. 

SLAVEHOLDERS’ MAN@UVRING.—An _inte- 
resting will case has recently occupied the atten- 
tion of the North-Caroline Courts. It appears 
that Mr. Solomon Hall made a will leaving one 
hundred negroes and other property to his only 
child, a daughter, who afterward married Mr. 
Neely against his wish; whereupon he made 
another will, leaving his negroes free, and leaving 
most of his property to them. The suit was to 
set aside the last will. An hour after the case 
had gone to the jury, Mrs. Neely proposed to re- 
ceive 13,000 dols. and 2000 dols. which the will 
gave her ; the estate to pay the Court costs, 800 
dols., she to pay her own lawyer 5000 dols. This 
proposition was accepted. The negroes will bo 
sent to Liberia. The jury stood nine against 
and three for the will; but it is said the Judge 
would have set aside the verdict if it had been 
against the will. 

EmanorpatinG Staves.—Mr. T. Morrison, 
Cashier of the Manhattan Bank, New-York City, 
having lately inherited thirteen slaves in Ken- 
tucky, has ensurigaten them all. He has brought 
two little boys to New York to be educated. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER |, 1860. 


PETITION AGAINST THE 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


Tue following is the text of the Petition to the 
House of Lords, on the subject of the Cuban 
Slave-Trade, which was presented by Lord 
Brougham on Friday, the 3rd of August 
last, on behalf of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society ; 
and reference to which is made in our Sum- 
mary. Our Parliamentary column records 
the proceedings on that occasion. 


To THE Riant HONOURABLE THE Lorps Spiri- 
TUAL AND TEMPORAL, IN PARLIAMENT As- 
SEMBLED, 


The respectful Petition of the Committee of 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, on their own behalf, and on that 
of their Constituents, sheweth, 


Tat your Petitioners view, with profound 
regret, the continuance of the Slave-trade to 
Cuba, and the increased activity with which it is 
carried on, resulting in the annual importation 
into that island of from 36,000 to 40,000 slaves. 

Tuart this traffic in human beings, involving 
the greatest suffering and a fearful mortality, is 
prosecuted in flagrant violation of solemn treaties 
with Spain for its suppression. 

THAT since 1817 to the present time, remon- 
strances have been addressed to the Spanish 
Government, from that of Her Majesty, com- 
plaining of the violation of the Slave-trade 
treaties, but that such remonstrances have 
produced no effect. 

Tuat although it is notorious that the Cap- 
tain-General of Cuba possesses the power of 
putting down the Slave-trade, no effectual mea- 
sures for doing so are taken by him, in conse- 
quence of the connivance of the Spanish Govern- 
ment at its continuance. 

‘Tat even were the powers of the Captain- 
General of Cuba insufficient for the purpose of 
suppressing the Slave-trade to that island, Her 
Majesty's Government has a right to charge 
Spain with the whole responsibility of causing 
her treaties with England to be carried out. 

Tuat the continuance of the Slave-trade, and 
the enormous extension it has recently acquired, 
prove that Spain is not in earnest in her endea- 
vours to suppress it, although she bas received 
the sum of £400,000 sterling, as compensation 
for so doing. 

Tuar Your Petitioners are of opinion this 
disgraceful and most deplorable state of things 
cannot be allowed to continue, without great 
injustice to the British West-India Colonies ; 
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without exposing Her Majesty’s Government 
and the nation at large to the grave allegation of 
indifference on this matter ; and without in a great 
measure justifying the strictures which have 
recently been passed upon them in the American 
Congress. 

Tuat Your Petitioners do therefore most 
earnestly beseech Your Lordships’ House, to sub- 
mit to Her Majesty’s Government the duty of 
taking some immediate and decided step to com- 
pel Spain to fulfil the treaties into which she has 
entered with this country, for the entire suppres- 
sion of the Slave-trade. 


Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
G. W. ALExanveR, Chairman. 
L, A. CHAMEROVzOw, Secretary. 


27, New Broad Street, E.C. 
London, 3rd August, 1860. 





THE COLONIAL MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


In our last summary we adverted to a con- 
troversy in which the Colonial Missionary 
Society had become involved, on the subject 
of the separation of coloured persons from 
white, alleged to have taken place in the con- 
gregation of the Rev. Mr. Macfie, one of the 
Society’s Missionaries located at Victoria, 
Vancouver’s Island. The question having 
been brought under the notice of the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, the following correspondence 
has taken place. We do not consider it any 
part of our dutyjto canvass the merits of the 
personal differences between Messrs. Clark 
and Macfie, nor to comment upon the po- 
sition which the Committee of the Society, 
whose agents they are, have, with reference 
to it, thought proper to assume. These are 
wholly side issues. On the main point, how- 
ever, the late action of the Committee does not 
appear to have been in the slightest degree 
doubtful, and we feel sure that their declara- 
tion, as given below, will satisfy the minds 
of all who are disposed to judge of their 
course without prejudice, 
‘© 27 New Broad Street, E.C. 
“8th August 1860. 
‘To THE COMMITTEE OF THE COLONIAL Mis- 
SIONARY SOCIETY. 

‘¢ ESTEEMED CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 

“The Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society having had their attention 
directed to the difference which has arisen between 
the Rev. W. F. Clark and the Rev. Matthew 


Macfie, on the separation in their respective con- 


gregations of coloured persons from white, deem 
it to be their duty to address you upon the sub- 
ject. They wish to do so in the kindest and 
most Christian spirit, and with every desire to 
make the largest allowance for the peculiar cir- 
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cumstances under which you and the gentlemen 
referred to have, perhaps unexpectedly, found 
found yourselves placed. They also distinctly 
disclaim any intention of undue interference in 
the concerns of your Society, and would espe- 
cially guard against the expression of any 
opinion upon the merits of the personal question 
between Messrs. Clarke and Maefie. The dif- 
ferent course, however, which these gentlemen 
considered it to be their duty to pursue, on a point 
of vital importance, involving the recognition or 
the repudiation of a great principle, appears to 
the Committee now addressing you, to imply an 
uncertainty, in the general policy of your Society, 
in dealing with the prejudice against colour in 
those places abroad where it is found to prevail ; 
an uncertainty it is most undesirable should exist. 
The deep regret this fact has excited in the minds 
of the Committee, and of the friends of the anti- 
slavery cause, who are also those of Missionary 
labours, has not been diminished by a perusal 
of the resolutions passed by you on the 30th of 
December last, which are, in fact, declaratory of 
a policy of non-interference, and might even be 
construed, by unfriendly parties, into an ad- 
mission that it is the duty of your Missionaries 
to abstain from interfering with even those 
‘usages of society,’ such as Slavery, which is 
found to exist where your agents are located. 
The Committee feel quite satisfied that you would 
not, directly or indirectly, sanction that wicked 
system, or strengthen the hands of its advocates 
by allowing your agents to make, in their con- 
gregations, those distinctions on account of co- 
lour which so naturally tend to keep the negroes 
and their descendants in degradation, and which 
arise from a prejudice, at all times and under all 
circumstances to be condemned, but which seems 
to be never so offensive and unchristian, as when 
it obtrudes itself into a congregation assembled for 
worship in the house of God. 

** The Committee would respectfully but ear- 
nestly beseech you to give this subject your most 
serious attention, and sincerely hope you may 
see your way to issue such a declaration of prin- 
ciples, for the guidance of your Missionaries 
abroad, as shall leave them in no doubt as to the 
course they ought in future to pursue, should the 
question of the separation of coloured persons 
from white in their congregations ever again dis- 
turb their labours. 

“ (Signed) On behalf of the Committee, 
* Rosert Atsop, Chairman. 
*“ L. A. CoamERovzow, Secretary.” 


*¢ Colonial Missionary Society, 
“+4 Blomfield Street, Finsbury, London, E.C. 
“ August 15th, 1860. 
“ My pear Sir, 
“TI have to acknowledge the receipt of a re- 
solution addressed by the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to the 
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Commtttee of our Society, which was read to a 
meeting specially convened to consider the subject 
to which your resolution refers. To the great 
object your Society exists to promote, our Com- 
mittee, individually and collectively, are sincerely 
attached. Our agents, labouring in various parts 
of the world, are, in many cases, brought into 
immediate contact with the coloured races, and _ , 
in every instance, as far as our correspondence 
with them; and information concerning their 
operations, enable us to judge, they have been 
uniformly found the friends of the negro, or other 
coloured men. We have been not a little grieved 
by the tone and spirit displayed by some things 
which have appeared im print on this subject, 
which have certainly not been in harmony with 
the ‘charity which thinketh no evil.’ Your re- 
solution is a happy exception, and we can assure 
you that, as in time past, so in time to come, we 
shall conduct the affairs of our Society upon 
the principles advocated in the document you 
have brought before us. I enclose a copy of the 
resolutions adopted by our Committee last even- 
ing. You will see, that before the outcry raised 
against us had been uttered, we had written to 
Mr. Macfie to ascertain precisely the arrange- 
ments adopted in his place of worship, and if it 
shall be found that he has resorted to the odious 
practice of the ‘negro corner,’ or ‘negro pew,’ 
the support of our Society will be immediately 
withdrawn. 
** T am, MY DEAR Sir, 
** Yours faithfully, 
‘** Toomas James, Secretary. 
“L. A. CoamERovzow, Esq.” 


* Colonial Missionary Society, 
** Vancouver's Island Mission. 

“The Committee having reason to apprehend 
that erroneous impressions have been produced 
on the minds of their constituents, and the public, 
in reference to some recent occurrences in Van- 
couver’s Island, deem it their duty to adopt and 
publish the following resolutions : 

“¢T, That this Committee never have 
sanctioned, and never will sanction, in 
churches, wholly or in part sustained by the 
funds of the Colonial Missionary Society, 
the compulsory separation in places of wor- 
ship of the coloured races from the white 
population. 

“ «Tf. That, on the receipt of letters from 
Vancouver’s Island communicating the dis- 
agreement which had arisen between Messrs. 
Clarke and Macfie, on this and other matters, 
there were circumstances which naturally 
led to the desire to avoid, at that time, direct 
and authoritative interference on the subjects 
in dispute. Certain pointed questions, how- 
ever, were sent to Mr. Macfie, under date of 
June 15th, (prior to the agitation of the 
matter in the public press,) touching the 
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arrangements adopted in his place of wor- 
ship, on the receipt of the reply to which the 
whole question will be reviewed, and de- 
finitively settled, in harmony with the pre-~ 
ceding resolution.” 
‘*‘(Signed) By order of the Committee, 

‘* THomas JamEs, Secretary.” 


MR. BUXTON’S MOTION ON THE 
SLAVE-TRADE. 

Our readers will perceive, on referring to 
our Parliamentary Record, that on the 31st 
of July last Mr. Charles Buxton, having 
brought forward the motion on the subject 
of the slave-trade to Cuba, of which he had 
given notice, withdrew it, at the request of 
Lord John Russell. As many of our friends 
have expressed regret at this circumstance, 
we; as the promoters of that motion, feel it 
to be only right to remark, that we do not 
see how Mr. Buxton could have refused to 
accede to the earnest entreaties of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, having 
only the previous day written a most 
energetic despatch to the Spanish Govern- 
ment, probably desired to avoid—under the 
circumstances—a direct coercive vote of the 
House. We know that Mr. Buxton did not 
expect the latter to affirm his proposition in 
its entirety; nor that Government would 
commit itself to the course of action precised 
by his motion. He anticipated on the part 
of the House the expression of an emphatic 
opinion, that it was necessary to adopt a 
in, with a view 
to compel her to fulfil her slave-trade 
treaties, and on the part of the Government an 
acquiescence in that opinion. On the other 
hand, he also expected that Government would 
promise to act with energy, without, how- 
ever, engaging itself to pursue any specific 
course. If, therefore, Mr. Buxton had 
carried out his original intention, there 
would certainly have been a full eaposé of 
the shameful conduct of Spain, and of the 
frightful extent to which the slave-trade is 
carried on; but he would probably have been 
requested to withdraw his motion, and would 
have complied, to prevent its being negatived 
had he pressed it to a division. We may 
regret that no statement was made, but can- 
not question the prudence of Mr. Buxton’s 
decision ; and even with regard to the dis- 
cussion which might have taken place, we 
are not so sure that by abstaining from 
making the startling narration of facts he 
had prepared, Mr. Buxton has not laid the 
Government under an obligation to hear him 
on the very first occasion which may offer 
after the presentation of the Blue Books on 
the slave-trade, now so long over-due. 

The Times—with its customary want of 
candour—accuses the Abolitionists of having 
intensified the horrors of the slave-trade, by 
the measures they were instrumental in 
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getting passed for its suppression. To argue 
with so mendacious and unscrupulous a 
journal, is to lose time and labour. Its pro- 
slavery tendencies are now too well known 
for its articles to produce much effect, and 
we leave the one to which we refer to con- 
tradict itself. Mr. Buxton, however, has 
addressed the following letter to the editor, 
which disposes of one of the allegations 
brought against the anti-slavery party : 


THE SLAVE-TRADE. 
To the Editor of the Times. 

“Sir—I should be glad to remark on two 
points in your leader of to-day upon the slave- 
trade. 

“ You say that,— 

“** Notwithstanding all our sacrifices, our 
negotiations, and our coercion of other Powers, 
the slave-trade still exists, and the same horrors 
are inflicted as Mr. Buxton’s ancestor so long 
ago denounced. . . We may take credit to 
ourselves for our goodwill, but wemust not dis- 
guise the fact that we have altogether failed.’ 

‘Why, Sir, within the memory of middle- 
aged persons the slave-trade was carried on, 
openly and legally, by England, France, Portu- 

1, Spain, yet Ny olland, Turkey, the 

nited States, Central America, and Brazil. It 
is now carried on by Spain alone. 

**Thanks to the we remonstrances and 
unceasing exertions of England, every Christian 
Power, except Spain, has renounced this traffic, 
and declared it to be piracy. The annihilation of 
it — the whole coast of both the Americas is 
in itself an astonishing triumph. . 

“True that Spain is still a slave-trading © 
Power; but Spain is rising from the low position 
to which she has so long been sunk. She is 
recovering her self-respect. We may fairly hope 
that ere long the urgent protests of the British 
Government will lead her to feel the scandal and 
disgrace of being the sole Christian power that 
still clings to this infernal traffic. 

“You affirm that our coercive measures have 
caused the tight packing on board slave-ships. 

*‘ This is generally and very naturally believed. 
The plain fact, however, is, that the packing and 
other horrors of the middle passage were just as 
rife while the trade was legal. The speeches of 
Wilberforce and his coadjutors are filled with 
descriptions of them. Howit ever was or can be 
the policy of the slave-trader to cram into his hold 
more than it can carry is inexplicable; but it 
was as much done while the trade was let alone 
as now. 

“‘T agree with you that nothing would super- 
sede the traffic in negroes so well as a Chinese 
immigration into Cuba. Maultitudes of Chinese, 
however, have been imported into Cuba of late 
years, and have been treated with dreadful 
cruelty on the voyage and on the estates. I 
hardly ‘see how the British Government could 
secure the proper treatment of these immigrants ; 
but if that can be done, such an immigration 
would be in the highest degree useful. 

‘IT am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“‘ CHARLES BUXTON. 
‘‘ Fox Warren, Cobham, Aug. 1.” 
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{THE REPUBLICAN PARTY: 
ITS ORIGIN, NECESSITY, AND PERMANENCE. 


A SPEECH BY CHARLES SUMNER, 


BEFORE THE YOUNG MEN’S REPUBLICAN UNION OF 
NEW YORK, AT THE COOPER INSTITUTE, 
guy 11, 1860. 


Lone before eight o’clock on Wednesday even- 
ing, an immense gathering of both sexes thronged 
the great hall of the Cooper Institute. Despite 
the entrance-fee, very properly charged to cover 
the expenses of the occasion, such an assemblage 
was present as has rarely been equalled, for num- 
bers, intelligence, and enthusiasm, at a political 
— in the City of New York. The platform 
was filled; the seats were filled; the lobbies were 
packed to overflowing. 

When Mr. Sumner made his entrance, the ap- 

lause was deafening. All present rose to their 

oping cheer after cheer; ladies waved their 

_ chiefs, and seemed as excited as the 
rest. 

Mr. Charles T. Rogers, President of the Young- 
Men’s Republican Union, nominated the Hon. 
Abijah Mann as the President of the evening, 
presenting him with a gavel made of wood from 
the ‘old log-house” where Mr. Lincoln resided 
in earlier days. Mr. Mann, assuming the chair, 
at once presented the orator of the evening to the 
audience. 


Mr. SuMNER said: 


Fettow -Citizens or New York— Of all 
men in our history, there are two whose influence 
at this moment is most peculiar. Though dead, 
they yet live, speak, and act in the conflict of 
Hina gy which divides the country—standing 
ace to face like two well-matched champions. 
When I add that one was from South Carolina, 
and the other from Massachusetts, you will see 
at once that I mean John C. Calhoun and John 
Quincy Adams. 

Statesmen both of long career, of marked abi- 
lity, and of unblemished integrity—acting to- 
gether at first—sitting in the same Cabinet— 
which they quitted, one to become Vice-President 
and the other President —then for the remainder 
of their days battling in Congress and dying 
there: each was a leader in life, but each has 
become in death a grander leader still. 

Mr. Calhoun possessed an intellect of much 
originality and boldness, and, though wanting in 
the culture of a scholar, made himself felt in 
council and in debate. To native powers unlike, 
but not inferior, Mr. Adams added the well- 
ripened fruits of long experience in foreign lands, 
and of studies more various and complete than 
those of any public man in our history, beside an 
indomitable will, and that spirit of freedom which 
inspired his father when in the Continental Con- 
gress he so eloquently maintained the Declaration 
of Independence, making himself its ‘ colossus” 
on that floor. 

Sitting together in the Cabinet of Mr. Munroe, 
they concurred in sanctioning the prohibition of 
Slavery in the Missouri Territory as constitu- 
tional, and so advised the President. But here 
the divergence probably began, though for a long 
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time it was not made manifest. The diary of 
Mr. Adams shews that at thatearly day, when 
Slavery had been little discussed, he saw its 
enormity with instinctive quickness, and described 
it with corresponding force. The record is less 
full with regard to Mr. Calhoun; but when, in 
later life, they re one in the Senate, and 
the other in the House of Representatives, each 
openly assumed the position by which he will be 
known in history—one as the leader in all the 
pretensions of Slavery and of slave-masters, and 
the other as the ra of Freedom. 

Mr. Calhoun regarded Slavery as a permanent 
institution; Mr. Adams regarded it as transitory. 
Mr. Calhoun vaunted it as a form of civilization ; 
Mr. Adams scorned it as an unquestionable bar- 
barism. Mr. Calhoun did not hesitate to call it 
the most stable basis for free government; Mr. 
Adams vehemently denounced it as a curse, full 
of weakness and mockery, and doubly offensive in 
a boastful Republic. Mr. Calhoun, not content 
with thus exalting Slavery, proceeded to denounce 
the early opinions of Washington and Jefferson 
as * folly and delusion,” to assail the self-evident 
truths of the Declaration of Independence as 
“absurd,” and then to proclaim that human 
beings are property under the Constitution, and, 
as such, may be transported into the Territories, 
and there held in Slavery; while Mr. Adams 
added to the glory of his long and diversified 
career, by persistent efforts, which are better for 
his fame than having been President ; upholding 
the great rights of petition and of speech ; vindi- 
cating the self-evident truths of the Declaration 
of a ee ig exposing the hateful character 
of Slavery; insisting upon its prohibition in the 
Territories; denying the asserted property in 
man ; and especially and often exhibiting the un- 
just power in the national Government, usurped 
by what he called ‘the little cluster” of slave- 
masters, whose yoke was to him intolerable. 

Such, most briefly told, were the antagonist 
opinions of these two chiefs. Never was great 
conflict.destined to involve a great country more 
distinctly foreshadowed. All that the Republican 
party now opposes may ly found in John C. Cal- 
houn, All that the Republican party now main- 
tains may be found in John Quincy Adams. 
Choose ye, fellow-citizens, between the two. The 
rule of ** Principles, and not men” is hardly ap- 
plicable to a man whose life now bears the sacred 
seal of death, and whose name is the synonym of 
principle ; yet I do not hesitate to say that our 
cause is best appreciated in its precise objects and 
aims. Proud as we may be to tread where John 
Quincy Adams leads the way, there is a guide of 
more commanding authority found in the eternal 
laws of Right, and the concurring mandates of 
the Constitution itself, when properly interpreted, 
which teaches the duties of a good citizen. Such 
is the guide of the Republican party, which, I say 
fearlessly, where most known, will be most trusted, 
and which, when understood in its origin, will be 
seen to be no accidental or fugitive organization, 
merely for an election, but an irresistible neces- 
sity, which, in the nature of things, must be as 
permanent as the pretensions, moral and poli- 
tical, which it seeks to constrain and counteract. 

Let us dwell, then, on the Republican party, 
its origin, its necessity, and its anence. 

All must admit that if no Republican party 
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existed now—even if that halcyon day so often 
promised by cajoling politicians had come, when 
the Slavery question was settled—still there 
would be a political necessity for a great party of 
opposition to act as a check on the administra- 
tion. A kindred necessity was once expressed by 
an eminent British statesman, who gave as a 
toast, ‘‘A strong administration and a strong op- 
position.” Parties are unknown in despotic 
countries. They belong to the machinery of free 
Governments. Through parties, public opinion 
is concentrated and directed. Through parties, 
principles are maintained above men. And 
through parties, men in power are held to a just 
responsibility. But if ever there was occasion 
for such a party, it is now, when the corruptions 
of the administration have been dragged to light 
by recent Committees of Congress. On this ground 
alone, good men might be summoned to rescue the 
Government of our country. 

It is now an attested fact that Mr. Buchanan 
became President through corruption. Money, 
familiarly known as a “corruption fund,” first 
distilled in small drippings from clerks and petty 
officials, was swollen by the larger contributions 
of merchants and contractors, and with this ae- 
cumulation votes were purchased in Philadelphia, 
enough to turn the election in that great metro- 
polis, and in the chain of cause and effect, to 
assure the triumph of the Democratic candidates. 
I speak now only what has been proved. Fraudu- 
lent naturalization papers in blank, by which this 
was perpetrated, ‘have been produced before a 
Committee of Congress. It was natural that an 
administration thus corrupt in origin, should con- 
tinue to exercise power through the same cor- 
ruption by which power was gained ; but nothing 
else than that insensibility to acts of shame, 
which is bred by familiarity, ean explain how all 
this should be done with such absolute indecency 
pa eam scarcely so much as a fig- 
A letter from a local politician, addressed to 
the President himself, urging without disguise 
the giving of a large contract for machinery to a 
particular house in Philadelphia, employing 450 
mechanics, with a view to the approaching elec- 
tion, was inclosed to the Secretary of the Navy, 
with this indorsement, in a well-known hand- 
writing: ‘* Sept. 15, 1858—The inclosed letter 
from Col. Patterson of Philadelphia is submitted 
to the attention of the Secretary of the Navy. 
J.B.” Thus did the President of the United 
States, in formal written words, now of record 
in the history of the country, recommend the 
employment of the public money, set apart for 
the public service, to influence an election. Here 


was corruption as positive as when his supporters: 


purchased votes in the streets. From one, learn 
all; and from such a characteristic instance, 
learn the character of the administration. But 
there are other well-known instances; and the 
testimony before the Congressional Committees 
discloses the President on Sundays, in secret 
conclave with one of his corrupt agents, piously 
occupied in discussing the chances of an election, 
and how its expenses were to be met, while, at the 
same time, like another Joseph Surface, he was 
uttering in public fine sentiments of political 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 239 


morality, and lamenting the prevalence of the 
very indecencies in which he was engaged. 

It was natural that a President, who, with 
professions of purity on the lips, made himself the 
pander of such vulgar corruption, should stick at 
nothing needed to carry his purposes. I shall 
not dwell on the Lecompton Constitution ; but it 
belongs to this chapter. You all know its 
wickedness. Coneocted originally at Washington, 
with the single purpose of fastening Slavery upon 
the people of Kansas, it was by execrable contri- 
vance so arranged as to prevent the people, when 
about to become a State, from voting on that 
question. Next, sanctioned by a convention of 
usurpers, who in no respect represented the people 
of Kansas, then fraudulently submitted to the 
people for their votes, it was fraudulently adopted 
by stuffing ballot-boxes on a scale never before 
known. Thus at the Delaware Crossing, where 
there were but forty-three legal voters, 400 were 
returned; at7Oxford, where there were but forty- 
two legal voters, 1000 were returned; and at 
Shawnee, where there were but forty legal voters, 
1200 were returned. And yet this Constitution, 
disowned by the very Governor who had gone to 
Kansas as the agent of the President, rotten 
with corruption, gaping with fraud, and steam- 
ing with iniquity, was at once recognised by the 
President, urged upon Congress in his Annual 
Message, and pressed for adoption by all the ap- 
pliances of unprincipled power. If the words of 
Jugurtha, turning his back upon Rome, cannot 
be repeated, that.ali had a price, it was not from 
any forbearance in the President. A single editor 
was offered the printing of the Post-office blanks, 
worth at least 80,000 dollars, upon the condition 
that he should, by an editorial no larger than a 
man’s hand, promise subserviency to the adminis- 
tration. Bribes of office were added to bribes of 
money. As the votes of electors had already been 
purchased to make Mr. Buchanan President, the 
votes of representatives were now solicited to carry 
out his scheme of corruption, and the halls of 
Congress were changed into a political market- 
house, where men were bought by the head. Is 
not all this enough to arouse the indignation of 
the people ? 

It is true that the President, whose power 
began in corruption, and who is the responsible 
author of the corruption by which his administra- 
tion has been debased, is no longer a candidate for 
office. Already judgment has His own 
political party has discarded him. The first 
avenging blow has been struck. Ineorruptible 
history will do the rest. The tablets conspi- 
cuously erected in Genoa to expose the crimes of 
Doges, branding one as Fur Magnus and the 
other as Maximus Latronum, will not be needed 
here. The exposed corrupter, the tyrant enslaver, 
and the robber of human ~ — be —_ 

otten. Unhappy President! After a long car 
of public service, not only tossed aside, but tossed 
over to perpetual memory as an example to be 
shunned. Better for him the oblivion of common 
life than the bad fame which he has won! 

But though not himself a candidate for office, 
his peculiar supporters, animated by his spirit, 
linked with him in all his misrule, are embodied 
as a party, and ask your votes, Simply to resist 
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this combination, and to save the Republic from 
its degrading influence, would justify the forma- 
tion of the Repeblisin party; and I doubt not 
that there are many who will be content to unite 
with us on this ground alone, anxious to put the 
national Government once again in pure hands. 
To all such, welcome! 

While this consummation necessarily enters 
into the present purposes of the Republican party, 
while we naturally begin by insisting upon purity 
in the Government, and make this one of our 
urgent demands, it is obvious that the quickening 
impulse of the party is to be found in other pur- 

es, which cannot pass away in a single election. 

e Republican party seeks to overthrow the 
slave oligarchy in the national Government, and 
especially at this moment to stay its aggressions 
in the Territories, which, through a corrupt inter- 
pretation of the Constitution, it threatens to bar- 
barize with Slavery. But all who seek purity in 
the national Government must unite in this pur- 
pose; for only by the overthrow of this corrupt 
oligarchy, which, beginning in the denial of all 
human rights, necessarily shews itself in bar- 
barism and corruption of all kinds, can a better 
order of things prevail. It is out of Slavery that 
all our griefs proceed; nor can the corruptions 
of the present administration be fully compre— 
hended without considering the nature of this 
evil, and its chronic influence over our Govern- 
ment, reaching everywhere by subtle agencies, 
or more subtle far-reaching example, but still in 
itself the original and all-sufficient activity. As 
well attempt to explain the Gulf Stream without 
the Gulf of Mexico, or the origin of evil without 
the human heart, as attempt to explain the pre- 
sent degraded character of our national Govern- 
ment without Slavery. As well attempt to enact 
the play of Othello without the Moor. And 
permit me to say that our warfare with these 
corruptions will be feeble unless we attack them 
in their origin. 

The subject is so vast that I can undertake to 
expose it by glimpses only. 

At the beginning of our history, Slavery was 
universally admitted to be an evil. Nobody then 
so hardy as to vindicate it. In the Convention 
which framed the Constitution, it was branded as 
‘*a nefarious institution,” or more mildly called 
simply “* wrong,” and these generous voices came 
from the South as well as from the North. Out 
of the Convention there was a similar accord. I 
shall not quote the words of Washington, Jeffer- 
son, or Franklin, or Jay, for they are familiar 
to all. But as they spoke, others spoke, and I 
might occupy this whole evening simply in re- 
citing this testimony. Nor were these declara- 
tions confined to men in public life. The colleges 
all, by special action, arrayed themselves against 
Slavery, especially the University of William and 
Mary, in Virginia, which conferred upon Gran- 
ville Sharpe, the acknowledged chief of British 
Abolitionists, the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws. The literature of the land, such as it was, 
agreed with the colleges. The church, too, added 
its powerful voice ; and here, amid the diversities 
of religious faith, we hail that unity of spirit 
which animated all. Quakers, Methodists, Pres- 
byterians, and Congregationalists seem almost 
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to have vied with each other in this pious 
testimony. 

The Constitution was adopted, but the word 
“slave” was not allowed to pollute its text; and 
this was in declared deference to the prevailing 
opinion, which regarded Slavery as temporary, 
destined soon to pass away. All looked forward 
to this glad day, which seemed to be almost at 
hand. In harmony with this expectation, Slavery 
was prohibited in all the existing territories of the 
Union, so that when Washington, as first Pre- 
sident of the United States, at his inauguration 
here in New York, took his first oath to support 
the Constitution, the flag of the Republic nowhere 
on the land within the jurisdiction of Congress 
covered asingle slave. Little then did the Fathers 
dream that the evil which they regarded with 
shame, and which they exerted themselves to pro- 
hibit, would elevate its obscene crest, as it now 
does, and flaunt its pretensions before the world. 
Little did they dream that the Constitution, from 
which they had carefully excluded the very word, 
would, in defiance of reason and of common sense, 
be held to protect the thing, so exceptionally, that 
it could not be reached by Congressional prohibi- 
tion, even within Congressional jurisdiction. 
Little did they dream that the text, which they 
left so pure and healthful, would, through corrupt 
interpretation, be swollen into such a hideous 
Elephantiasis. 

Two circumstances, civilizing in themselves, 
have exercised an unexpected influence for 
Slavery ; first, the abolition of the slave-trade, 
which, by taking away the supply, has increased 
the value of slaves; and secondly, the increased 
cultivation of cotton stimulated by the invention 
of new machinery. The last has been of especial 
influence. Indeed, it is hardly too much to say, 
that out of this slender cotton fibre have been 
formed the manacles of the slave. Thus, through 
sinister influences, and the wickedness of men, is 

ood made the minister of wrong. Next after 

hristopher Columbus, who, by his sublime enter- 

rise, opened the pathway to the New World, 

li Whitney, who discovered the cotton gin, has 
been indirectly and unconsciously a chief agent 
in the bondage of the African race on the North- 
American continent ; and surely a proper grati- 
tude for the advantages which we enjoy in such 
large store from these two discoveries must 
prompt us to increased activity for the welfare of 
those who, alas! have been such losers where we 
have been such gainers. 

This change of opinion, s0 disastrous in its re- 
sults, was gradual. Though easily detected, in 
its successive stages, by the careful inquirer, it 
did not become manifest to the whole country 
till 1820, when it burst forth in the Missouri 
question. Then, for the first time, Slavery 
openly shewed itself violent, insolent, belligerent. 

reedom was checked, but saved something by a 
compromise—called, at the moment of its adop- 
tion, by Charles Pinckney of South Carolina, 
‘a triumph of the South,” where, in considera- 
tion of the admission of Missouri as a Slave 
State—thus securing an additional preponde- 
rance to thé Slave Power—it was stipulated that 
Slavery should be prohibited in certain outlying 
territory, at the time trodden only by savages. 
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Then came a lull, during which the change was 
still at- work, until, cotemporaneous with the 
abolition of Slavery in the British West Indies, 
the discussion was lighted anew. Meanwhile 
slaves had augmented in price, and slavemasters 
had become more decided in opinion. At first, 
in timid deference to the world, they ventured on 
no defence of Slavery in the abstract; but at 
last, bolder grown under the lead of Mr. Calhoun, 
they threw aside all reserve, openly assailed the 
opinions of the Fathers, audaciously denied the 
self-evident truths of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and by formal resolution asserted the 
new dogma of Slavery in the Territories. This 
was in 1847. A letter from Mr. Calhoun of that 
day, addressed to a member of the Alabama 
Legislature, shews that there was an element of 
policy in the exaggeration. His desire was “to 
force the Slavery issue” on the North, believing 
that delay was dangerous, as the slavemasters 
were relatively stronger, both morally and poli- 
tically, than they would ever be again. 

At last the end has come. Slavery is openly 
pronounced at one time ‘‘ the black marble key- 
stone of our national arch;” at another time 
‘* the “corner-stone of our Republican edifice ;” 
then it is vaunted as ‘‘ the highest type of civili- 
zation ;” then as “a blessing to the master as 
well as the slave;” and then again, “as en- 
nobling to the master if not to the slave.” It is 
the only first step which costs, and therefore the 
authors of these opinions, so shocking to the 
moral sense, do not hesitate at other opinions 
equally shocking to the reason which pretends to 
find impossible sanctions for Slavery in the Con- 
stitution. Listening to these extravagances, 
who would not exclaim with Ben Jonson in the 
play ? 

** Grave father, he ’s possest ; again I say, 


Possest ; nay, if there be possession 
And obsession, he has both,” 


And now, fellow-citizens, what is Slavery? 
This isno question merely of curiosity or phil- 
anthropy; for when the national Government, 
which you and I at the North help to constitute, 
is degraded to be its instrument, and all the na- 
tional Territories are proclaimed open to its 
barbarism, and the Constitution itself per- 
verted to sanction its pretensions, the whole sub- 
ject logically and necessarily enters into our 
discussion. It cannot be avoided; it cannot be 
blinked out of sight. Nay, you must pass upon 
it by your votes at the coming election. Futile 
is the Q that we at the North have nothing to 
do with Slavery. Granted that we have nothing 
todo with it in the States; we have much to do 
with all its irrational pretensions under the Con- 
stitution ; and just solong as these irrational 
_—— are urged, Slavery must be discussed. 

t must be laid bare in its enormity, precisely as 
though it were proposed to plant it here in New 
York. Nor can such a wrong—foul in itself, and 
fouler still in its pretensions—be dealt with 
tamely. Tameness is surrender; and charity, 
too, may be misapplied. Forgiving those who 
trespass against us, | know not if we are called 
to forgive those who trespass against others ; 
to forgive those who trespass against a race; to 
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forgive those who trespass against the Republic; 
to forgive those who trespass against civiliza- 
tion; to forgive those who trespass against a 
whole race; to forgive those who trespass against 
the universal human family ; finally, to forgive 
those who trespass against God. Such tres- 
passers now exist among us—possessing the or- 
ganization of party—possessing the control of the 
national Government—constituting at this mo- 
ment a colossal Power—and ‘what seems its 
head the likeness of a President has on.” Surely 
if ever there was a moment when every faculty 
should be bent into the service, and all should be 
invigorated by an inspiring zeal falsely rejected 
by the heartless diplomatist, it is now, while the 
battle between civilization and barbarism is still 
undecided, and you are summoned to resist the 
last desperate shock. To this work I am not 
equal; but I do not shrink from the duties of 
my post. Alas! Human language is gentle, 
and the human voice is weak. Words only are 
mine, when I ought to command thunderbolts. 
Voice only is mine, when, like the ancient Athe- 
nian, I ought to carry the weapons of Zeus on 
the tongue. 

What then, I repeat, is Slavery? The occa- 
sion forbids details; but enough must be pre- 
sented to place this outrage in its true light—as 
something worse even than a constant state of 
war where the master is the constant aggressor. 
And here I put aside for the moment all the 
tales which reach us from the house of bondage ; 
all the cumulative, crushing testimony, alike from 
slaves and from their masters; all the barba- 
rous incidents which have helped to arouse a yet 
too feeble indignation ; in short, all the glimpses 
which have come to us from this mighty Blue 
Beard’s chamber. ll these I put aside, not 
because they are of little moment in exhibiting 
the true character of Slavery, but because I de- 
sire to arraign Slavery on grounds above all con- 
troversy, impeachment, or suspicion, even from 
slavemasters themselves. Not on triumphant 
story, adorned by the ius of woman; not 
even on indisputable facts do I now accuse 
Slavery ; but on its character as revealed in its 
own simple definition of itself. Out of its own 
mouth do I condemn it. 

By the law of Slavery, man created in the 
image of God, fearfully and wonderfully made, 
with sensibilities of pleasure and pain, with sen- 
timents of love, with aspirations for improve- 
ment, with a sense of property, and with a soul 
like ourselves, is divested of his human cha- 
racter, and declared to be a mere chattel “to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever.” I do not stop 
to give at length all its odious words: ydu are 
doubtless familiar with them. But in this — 
definition is contained the whole incalculable 
wrong of Slavery; for out of it, as from an in- 
exhaustible fountain; are derived all the un- 
righteous prerogatives of the master. These are 
five in number; and I know not which is most 
revolting. 

First, there is the pretension that man can 
hold property in man, forgetful that, by a law 
older than all human law, foremost stands the 
indefeasible right of every man to himself. 

Secondly: The absolute nullification of rela- 
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tion of husband and wife,so that all who are 
called slaves are Pc san over to i or 
rostitution, it may be with each other, or it 
may be with their masters; but with whomso- 
ever it vy be, it is _ page with slaves 
marTi is ssi as are always 
** coupled,” salt mania : 
tion of the re- 


Thirdly: The absolute nullifica 
lation of parent and child ; for the infant legally 
belongs not to the mother who bore it, but to the 
master who bought it. 

Fourthly : absolute denial of instruetion ; 
for the master may always, at his own rude dis- 
cretion, prevent his victim from learning to read, 
and thus shut upon him those gates of know- 
ledge which open such vistas on earth and in 
nTithiy: 7 

ifthly: The absolute robbery of the labour © 
another and of all ts fruits ; forgetful that “a 
the same original law under which every man 
has a title to himself, he has also a title to the 
fruits of his own labour, amounting in itself to a 
sacred property, which no person, however 
called, whet r despot or master, can righteously 
*ppre ~ sa 

uch are the five essential elements of Slavery. 
Look at them, and you will confess that ‘his in 
stitution stands forth as a hateful assemblage of 
unquestionable wrongs under the sanction of 
existing law. Take away any one of these, and 
just to that extent Slavery will cease to exist. 
Take away all, and the Slavery question will be 
settled. But this assemblage becomes more hate- 
ful still when its unmistakable single motive is 
detected, which is simply this—to compel labour 
without wages. Incredible as it may seem, it 
cannot be denied that the right of a man to him- 
self—the right of a husband to his wife—the 
right of a parent to his child—the right of a man 
to instruction—the right of a man to the fruits of 
his own labour—all these supreme rights, by the 
side of which other rights are petty, are tram- 
pled down, in order to organize that five-headed 
selfishness, practically maintained by the lash, 
which, look at it as you will, has for its single 
object Computsory Lasour witHout WacEs. 

That Slavery thus constituted, can be good for 
the master, is one of the hallucinations of the 
Pm gage an like the hallucination of the 

ium- - Fascinating, ibly, it may be 
for a time, but debasing atl. destreative it ~ Aa 
be in the end. That slavemasters should be 
violent and tyrannical—that they should be re- 
gardless of all rights, especially where Slavery 
Was in question—and that the higher virtues of 
character should fail in them—all this might be 
inferred, even in the absence of evidence, accord- 
ing to the irresistible laws of cause and effect. 
No man can do injustice with impunity. He 
a not suffer in worldly condition ; but he must 
suffer in his own nature. And the very uncon- 
sciousness in which he lives aggravates the un- 
happy influence. Nor can familiarity with the 
— of Slavery fail to exert hardening imflu- 
_ Persons become accustomed to scenes of bruta- 
lity, till they witness them with indifference. 
Hogarth, that master of human nature, has 
portrayed this tendency in his picture of a dis- 
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section at a medical ¢ where the President 
maintains the dignity insensibility over @ 
corpse which he regards simply as the object of a 
lecture. And Horaee Walpole, who admired the 
satire of this picture, finds in it an illustration of 
the truth, that ‘‘the legal habitude of viewi 
shocking scenes hardens the human mind, 
renders it unfeeling.” And this simple truth, 
in its most 0. application, illustrates the 
condition of the slavemaster. How can he shew 
sensibility for the common rights of fellow- 
citizens, who sacrifices daily the most sacred 
rights of others merely to secure labour without 
wages. With him a false standard is necessarily 
established, bringing with it a blunted moral 
sense, and clouded perceptions, so that when he 
does something intrinsically barbarous or mean, 
he does not blush to find it fame. 

Here, again, I forbear all details, The reason 
of the intellect blending with the reason of the 
heart ; the testimony of history fortified by the 
testimony of good men; an array of unerring 
_ linked with an array of unerring facts ; 

these I might employ. And I might proceed 
to shew how this barbarous influence beginning 
on the plantation, diffuses itself throughout so- 
ciety, enters into official conduct, and evem 
mounts into Congress, where for a long time it 
has exercised a vulgar domination. But I shall 
not open this chapter. 

But there is one frightful circumstance, un<- 
happily of frequent occurrence, which proclaims 
so clearly the character of the social system bred 
by Slavery, that I shall be pardoned for addu- 
cing it. I refer to the roasting‘of slaves alive at 
the stake: one has been roasted only recently; 
not after a public trial, according to the forms 
of law, as at the fires of Smithfield, but by a 
lawless crowd, suddenly assembled, who in this 
way make themselves the ministers a cruel 
vengeance. This barbarism, which seems to have 
become a part of the customary law of Slavery, 
may well cover us all with humiliation, when 
we reflect that it has already been renounced by 
the copper-coloured savages of our continent; 
while, during the present century, more instances 
of it have occurred among our slavemasters than 
we know of among our savages since that early 
day when Captain Smith was saved from this 
fate by the tenderness of Pocahontas. Perhaps 
no other usage reveals with such fearful distinct- 
ness the deep-seated, pervading influence of 
Slavery, offensive to civilization, hostile to law it- 
self, by virtue of which it pretends to live, in- 
sulting to humanity, shocking to decency, and 
utterly heedless of all rights, forms, or observ- 
ances, in the maintenance of its wicked power. 

Let me not be unjust to slavemasters. Some 
there are, I know, of happy natures, uncor- 
rupted by the possession of tyrannical power, 
who render the condition of their slaves endur- 
able, and in private virtues emulate the graces of 
civilization; but the good-in these cases comes 
from the masters, notwithstanding Slavery. And, 
besides, there are the great examples of the 
Fathers of the Republic, who, looking down upon 
Slavery and regarding it as an evil, were saved 
from its contamination. To all these I render 
heartfelt homage. But their virtues cannot 
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save from condemnation the 


essential wrong 
which I now expose. : 
# Such, fellow-citizens, is Slavery as it appears 
in its law, and also in its influence on society. 
Bad as it is, if it modestly kept at home—if it 
did not stalk into the national jarisdiction, and 
enter into the national Government, within the 
reach of our votes, I should not summon you on 
this ta to unite > it ; for re 
may be the promptings of sympathy and of god- 
like philant oot, eee in Clearer than Phat 
our political duties depend simply upon our po- 
litical responsibilities ; and since we are not poli- 
tically responsible for Slavery in Charleston, or 
Constantinople, so in neither place have we any 
- political duties in regard to it. penton it where- 
ever it exists we must, and surround its victims 
with our prayers, but our action while inspired 
by these sentiments must rest within the land- 
marks of the law and the constitution. 

And here the field is ample. Indeed, if 
Slavery existed nowhere within the national ju- 
risdiction, as it clearly does, our duties would 
still be urgent, to grapple with that pernicious 
influence, which, through an oligarchical combi- 
nation of slavemasters, unknown to the constitu- 
tion, never anticipated by its founders, and exist- 
ing in defiance of their example, has entered into 
and possessed the national Government, like an 
evil spirit. This influence, which, wielding at 
will all the powers of the national Government 
—even those of the judiciary itself—has become 
formidable to freedom everywhere, clutching vio- 
lently at the Territories, and menacing the Free 
States themselves, as witness the claim, still un- 
deeided in the court of the last resort of a citizen 
of Virginia to hold slaves in New York on the 
way to Texas; this influence, now so vaulting, 
was for a long time unobserved, even while ex- 
ercising a controlling power. At first timid and 
shy, from an undoubted consciousness of its 
guilt, it avoided discussion; but it was deter- 
mined in its policy. The Southern senator who 
boasted that for sixty years the Slave States had 
governed the country knew well their constant 
inferiority to the Free States in population, 
wealth, manufactures, commerce, schools, 
churches, libraries, and all the activities of a 
true civilization ; knew well that they had con- 
tributed nothing to the literature of the country, 
even in political economy and the science of go- 
vernment, which they have so vehemently pro- 
fessed, except the now forgotten “ forty-bale 
theory ;” knew well that by no principle of jus- 
tice could this long predominance be explained ; 
but he forgot to confess the secret agency. True 
it is, that in the game of office and legislation 
the Slave States have always won. ‘They have 

layed with loaded dice—loaded with Slavery. 

he trick of the automaton chess player, for so 
long a time an incomprehensible marvel, has been 
repeated with similar success. Let the Free States 
make a move on the board, and the Slave States 
have said “check.” Let them strive for Free- 
trade, and the cry has been * check.” Let them 
jamp toward Protection, and again it is ** check.” 
Let them move toward internal improvements, 
and the cry is still **check.” Whether forward 
or backward, to the right or left, wherever they 
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moved, the Free States have been pursued by an 
inexorable Ahn But the secret is now dis- 
corered. A well-arramged machinery, 
ema soca thor ia see which 

was a motive force whi 
has not been estimated—the Slave Power. It is 
the Slave Power which has — the ~ 
victor, sayi — “ ” to ree 
States. And it is e Slave Power which, ac- 
cording to the beast of the senator, has governed 
the country. 

The actual mumber of slaveholders was for a 
long time unknown, and on this account was 
naturally exaggerated. It was often represented 
to be very great. On one occasion, a distin- 
guished representative from Massachusetts, 
whose name will be ever cherished for his devo- 
tion to human rights—I mean the late Horace 
Maan—was rudely interrupted on the floor of 
Congress by a member from Alabama, who 
averred that the number of slaveholders was as 
many as 3,000,000. Atthat time there was no 
official document by which this extravagance 
could be corrected. But at last we have it. The 
late census, taken in 1850, shews that the whole 
number of this peculiar class—embracing men, 
women, and children, all told, who are so unfor- 
tunate as to hold slaves—was only 347,000; 
and of this number, the large part are small 
slaveholders, leaving only 91,000 persons as the 
owners of the great mass of slaves, and the sub- 
stantial representatives of this class. And yet 
this small oligarchy, odious in origin, without 
any foundation in that justice which is the es- 
sential basis of every civilized association, stuck 
together only by confederacy in all the five~ 
headed wrong of Slavery, and constituting in it- 
self a Magnum Latrocinium, has, by the confes- 
sion of one of its own leaders, for sixty years 

overned the Republic. To this end two things 
fave concurred. First, its associated wealth, being 
the asserted value of its human flesh, constitu- 
ting a flagitious capital of two thousand millions 
of dollars; and secondly, its peculiar represen- 
tation in the House of Representatives, where, 
under the three-fifths rule of the Constitution, 
ninety members actually hold their seats by 
virtue, in part, of this flagitious capital. Thus 
are the slavemasters an enormous corporation, 
or joint-stock company, by the side of which the 
United-States Bank, with its petty thirty mil- 
lions of-capital, and without any peculiar repre- 
sentation, is dwarfed into insignificance. 

I feel humbled when I dwell on the amazing 
disproportion of offices usurped by this oligarchy. 
From the beginning, all the great posts of the 
Republic—the Presidency, the Vice-Presidency, 
seats in the Cabinet, seats in the Supreme 
Court—seem to have been almost perpetually in 
their hands. At this moment, the Free States, 
with double the population of Slave States, have 
only four out of the nine Judges of the Supreme 
Court; and of these four, it must be said three 
are Northern men with Southern principles; 
and in the humbler places at the departments, 
the same extraordinary disproportion prevails. 
Out of the whole number there employed, 421 
are from the Free States, but mostly with 
Southern principles, and 806 from the Slave 
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States. These instances are There is 
nothing in the national Government which the 
oli y does not appropriate. Down to this 
moment it has held the keys of every office, from 
the President to the humblest postmaster, com- 

lling all to do its bidding. It onganizes 

abinets. It organizes Courts. It directs the 
army amd navy. It manages every depart- 
ment of public business. It presides over the 
census. I¢ controls the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, founded by the generous charity of a 
foreigner, to promote the interests of mankind. 
And it subsidizes the national press, alike in 
the national capital and in the remotest villages 
of - North. - 

n maintaining its power, the slave oligarchy 
has — a test for office very different from 
that of Jefferson: “Is he honest? Is he capa- 
ble? Is he faithful to the Constitution?” These 
things are all forgotten now in the single ques- 
tion, which signalizes the t change which 
has taken place, “ Is he faithful to Slavery?” 
With arrogant ostracism, it excludes from every 
national office all who cannot respond to thi 
test. So complete and irrational has this 
tyranny become, that at this moment, while I 
now a could Washington, or Jefferson, or 
Franklin, or John Jay, once more descend from 
their spheres above, to mingle in our affairs, 
and bless us with their wisdom, not one of them, 
with his recorded, unretracted opinions on Slavery, 
could receive a nomination for the Presidency 
from either branch of the divided Democratic 

rty, or from that other political combination, 

own as the Union party ; nor, stranger still, 
could either of these sainted patriots, whose names 
alone open a perpetual fountain of gratitude in 
all your hearts, be confirmed by the Senate of 
the United States for any political function 
whatever, not even for the local office of post- 
master. What I now say amid your natural 
astonishment, I have often said before in ad- 
anne the people, and I have more than once 
uttered from my seat in the Senate, and no 
man there has made answer, for no man who 
has sat in its secret sessions, and there learned 
the test which is pee applied, could make 
answer; and I ask you to accept this statement 
as my testimony derived from the experience 
which has been my lot. Yes, fellow-citizens, 
had this test prevailed in the earlier days, 
Washington—first in war, first in peace, first in 
the hearts of his countrymen—could not have 
been created generalissimo of the American 
forces; Jefferson could not have taken his place 
on the Committee to draft the Declaration of 
Independence; and Franklin could not have 
gone forth to France, with the commission of 
the infant Republic, to secure the invaluabie 
alliance of that ancient kingdom; nor could 
John Jay, as first Chief Justice, have lent to 
our infant judiciary the grace of his name and 
character. 

Standing on the bent necks of an enslaved 
race—with four millions of human beings as the 
black marble Caryatides to support its power, 
the slave oligarchy erects itself into a wang 
caste which brooks no opposition. But when 
speak of caste I mean nothing truly polite; and 
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when I speak of oligarchy I mean nothing truly 
aristocratic. As despotism is simply an abuse of 
monarchy, so an oligarchy is simply an abuse of 
aristocracy, unless it be that most vulgar of all, 
the “aristocracy of the skin.” Derived from 
Slavery, and having the interests of Slavery 
always in view, our oligarchy must naturally 
take its character from this five-headed wrong. 


“Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill.” 


All that is bad in Slavery—its audacity, its 
immorality, its cruelty its robbery, its meanness, 
its ignorance, its barbarous disregard of human 
rights, and its barbarous disregard of human 
obligation—must all be reproduced in its repre- 
sentative. If the oligarchy hesitates at nothing 
to serve its selfish ends, it simply acts in har- 
mony with Slavery, from which it draws its life- 
blood. If in grasp of power it is like the 
hunchback Richard ; if in falsehood it copies 
Iago; and if in character it is as brutal as the 
untaught Caliban, 
“ Which any print of pee will not take, 
Being capable of all il).” 

Aye, if in all these ts it surpasses its 
prototypes, be not astonished, fellow-citizens, for 
it acts simply according to the original law and 
the inborn necessities of its being. 

The soul sickens in contemplating the acts of 
dishonest tyranny which have been perpetrated 
by this domineering power. I cannot give their 
history now. But looking at the old Missouri 
Compromise, founded on the admission of Mis- 
souri as a Slave State, and, in consideration 
thereof, the prohibition of Slavery in other out- 
lying territory, and seeing how—after an 
acquiesence of thirty-two years, and the irre- 
claimable possession by Slavery of its especial 
share in the provision of this compromise—in 
violation of every obligation of honour, compact, 
and good neighhourhood, and in contemptuous 
disregard of the out-gushing sentiments of an 
aroused North—this time-honoured prohibition 
was overturned, and the vast region now known 
as Kansas and Nebraska was opened to Slavery ; 
looking next at the juggling Bill by which this 
was accomplished, declaring that its object was 
to leave the people “ perfectly free to form their 
domestic institutions in their own way;” and 
seeing how, in spite of these express words, the 
courageous settlers there were left a prey to 
invading hordes from Missouri, who, entering 
the territory, organized a usurpation, which 
by positive law proceeded to fasten Slavery upon 
that beautiful soil, and to surround it with a 
code of death ; looking at the Lecompton Consti- 
tution, that masterpiece of wicked contrivance, 
by which this same people, in organiziug for a 
State, were fraudently prevented from passing 
upon the question of Pet and seeing how 
the infamous counterfeit, ry repudiated by 
the people, was openly adopted by the President, 
and by him corruptly urged upon Congress, with 
all the power of his Administration; lookin 
at these things, and others which fill the mind, 
I feel how vain it is to expect truce or com- 

romise with the slave oligarchy. Punic in 
aith, no compact can bind it, while all interpre- 
tations of the Constitution, friendly to Freedom, 
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though sanctioned by Court and Congress in 
Continuous precedents, are unceremoniously re- 
jected. Faust, in the inco able poem of 
Goéthe, on being told that in Hell itself the laws 
prevail, says : 
** Now that I like’; so then, one may, in fact, 
Conclude a binding compact with you, gentry ;” 


to which Mephistophiles replies : 


“ Whatever promise in our books finds entry, 
We strictly carry into act.” 

But no compact or promise binds the gentry 
of Slavery, although in their books it may find 
entry. 

Of course, fellow-citizens, you are now ready 
to see that the corruptions by which the present 
administration has been degraded are the 
natural offspring of the immorality of Slavery. 
They have all occurred in sustaining the policy 
of the oligarchy, and in the case of the Lecomp- 
ton Constitution, in a direct effort to fasten 
Slavery upon a distant territory, and they are 
all marked by the effrontery of Slavery. Smollett 
attributes the peculiar proflicacy of England at a 
particular period to the demoralization of the 
South-Sea bubble; but such an influence cannot 
be comparable in this respect to Slavery, which 
indeed, if it were not a crime, might well be called 
a bubble. But a Government which vindicates 
the sale of human beings need not hesitate to 
purchase the vote of an elector at the polls, or of 
a member of Congress. The two transactions 
belong to the same family, though unquestion- 
ably the last is the least reprehensible. 

Fellow citizens, would you arrest these cor- 
ruptions, and the disastrous influence from 
which they spring, involving nothing less than 
civilization on this continent, the Ihspedtionn 
party tells you how, and in telling you how, it 
vindicates at once its origin and its necessity. 
The work must be done, and there is no other 
organization by which it can be done. A party 
with such an origin and such a necessity cannot 
be for a day or for this election only. It cannot 
be less permanent than the hostile influence 
which it is formed to counteract. Therefore, just 
so long as the present false theories of Slavery 
prevail, whether concerning its character, 
morally, economically, and socially, or concern- 
ing its prerogatives under the Constitution, just 
so long as the slave oligarchy, which is the 
sleepless and unhesitating agent of Slavery in all 
its pretensions, continues to exist as a political 

ower, the Republican party must endure. If 
bad men conspire for Slavery, good men must 
combine for Freedom; nor can the holy war 
be ended until the barbarism now dominant in 
the Republic is overthrown, and the pagan 
power is driven from our Jerusalem. And when 
this triumph is won, a immediate 
object of our organization, the Republican party 
will not die, but, purified by its long contest with 
Slavery, and filled with higher life, it will be 
lifted to yet other efforts for the good of man. 

At present the work is plain before us. It 
is simply to elect our candidates: Abraham 
Lincoln, of Illinois, whose ability so conspicu- 
ously shewn in his own State attracted at once 
the admiration of the whole country; whose 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER, 


245 


character no breath has touched, and whose 
Pobre = enough to embrace the broad 
Republic and all its him you will elect 
President; and Hannibal Hamlin, of Maine, 
whose clear head, firm principles, and ample 
experience none who sit with him in the Senate 
Chamber can contest—him yon will elect Vice- 
} President. Electing these, we shall put the 
national Government—at least in its Executive 
department—openly and actively ou the side of 
Freedom ; and this alone will be of ‘incalculable 
influence, not only in itself, but as the harbinger 
of the future. 

First and foremost, we shall save the Territo- 
ries from the five-headed barbarism of Slavery, 
keeping them in their normal condition, as they 
came from the hand of God, free, with Freedom ~ 
written on the soil and engraved on the rock, 
while the winds will whisper it in the trees, the 
rivers will murmur it in their flow, and all 
nature echo it in joy unspeakable. 

Next, we shall save the country from the cry- 
ing infamy of the slave-trade, whose — 
anew, as now menaced, is indeed but a logic 
consequence of the new theories of Slavery. If 
Slavery be the “blessing” it is vaunted, then 
must the slave-trade be beneficent, and they 
who ply it with the fiercest activity must take 
their place among the M¥ssionaries and saints of 
humanity. 

Next, we shall save the Constitution, at least 
within the sphere of executive influence, from 
outrage and perversion; so that the President 
will no longer lend himself to that wildest pre- 
tension of the slave oligarchy, as Mr. Buchanan 
has done, by declaring that Slavery is carried 
under the Constitution into all Territories, and 
that it now exists in Kansas as firmly as in 
South Carolina. As out of nothing can come 
nothing, so out of the nothing in the Constitu- 
tion on this subject can be derived no support 
for this inordinate pretension, which may be 
best dismissed in that classical similitude by 
which the ancient Romans rebuked groundless 
folly, when they called it ass’s wool, which is 
something that does not exist, and plainly said 
to its author, asini lanam queris (You gather 
ass’s wool) ! 

Next, we shall help to save the Declaration of 
Independence, now dishonoured and disowned 
in its essential life-giving truth—the Equality 
of Man. This transcendent principle, which 
appears twice at the Creation—first, when God 
said, ** Let us make man in our own image,” 
and secondly, in the unity of the race, then 
divinely established; which appears again in 
the Gospel, when it was said, “‘ God that made 
the world and all things therein, hath made of 
one blood all nations of men ;” which appears 
again in the primal reason ofthe world, anterior 
to all institutions and laws, belongs to those 
self-evident truths, sometimes called axioms, 
which no man can question without exposing 
to question his own intelligence or honesty. As 
well deny arithmetically that two and two make 
four, or deny geometrically that a straight line 
is the shortest distance between two points, as 
deny the axiomatic, self-evident, beaming truth, 
that all men are equal. As of the sun in the 
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heavens—blind is he who cannot perceive it. . Of 
course, this pone uttered in a declaration of 
rights, is applicable simply to rights ; and it is 
a childish sophism to allege against it the obvi- 
ous inequalities of form, character, and faculties. 
As an axiom, it admits no exceptions ; for it is 
the essence of an axiom, whether in geometry or 
morals, to be universal. As an abstract truth, 
it is also without exception, according to the 
essence of such truth. And finally, as a self- 
evident truth, so announced in the Declaration, 
it is without exceptions, for only such truth can 
be self-evident. Thus, whether as axiom, as 
abstract truth, or self-evident truth, it is always 
universal. In vindicating this principle, the 
Republican party have a grateful duty to which 
they are moved alike by justice to a much- 
injured race, excluded from its protection, and 
by justice to the Fathers, whose well-chosen 
words—fit foundation for an empire—have been 
turned into a mockery; nor can the madness of 
the Pro sts of Slavery be better illustrated 
than in this assault on the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, stultifying the Fathers for no other 

uw than to clear the way for their five- 
ean y system of Compulsory Labour without 
Wag 


es. 

And, finally, we shall help to expel the slave 
oligarchy from all its seats of national power, 
and drive it back within the States. This alone 
is worthy of every effort; for until this is done, 
nothing else can be completely done. In vain 
you seek economy or purity in the national 
Government; in vain you seek improvement of 
rivers and harbours; in vain you seek home- 
steads on the public lands for actual settlers; in 
vain you seek reform in administration; in vain 
you seek dignity and peace in our foreign rela- 
tions with just sympathy for struggling freedom 
everywhere; while this selfish and corrupt 
power holds the national purse and the national 
sword. Prostrate the slave oligarchy, and the 
door will be open to all generous principles ; 

rostrate the slave oligarchy, and liberty will 
tg in fact as in law, the normal condition 
of all the national Territories; prostrate the 
slave oligarchy, and the national Government 
will be at length divorced from reste and the 
national policy will be changed from Slavery to 
Freedom ; prostrate the slave oligarchy, and the 
North will be admitted to its just share in the 
trusts and honours of the Republic; prostrate 
the slave oligarchy, and a mighty victory of 
peace will be won, whose influence on the future 
of our country and of mankind no imagination 
can paint! 

Prostrated, exposed, and permanently expelled 
from ill-gotten power, the oligarchy will soon 
cease to exist as a political combination. Its 
final doom may be postponed, but it is certain. 
Languishing, it may live yet longer; but it will 
surely die. Yes, fellow-citizens, surely it will 
die, when, —— in its purposes, driven 
back within the States, and constrained within 
these limits, it can no longer rule the Republic 
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as a plantation of slaves at home; can no longer 
menace the Territories with its five-headed de- 
vice to compel Labour without Wages; can no 
longer fasten upon the Constitution an interpre- 
tation which makes merchandise of men, and 
gives a disgraceful immunity to the brokers of 

uman flesh and the butchers of human hearts ; 
and when it can no longer grind flesh and blood, 
groans and sighs, the tears of mothers, and the 
cries of children, into the cement of a barbarous 
political power! Surely, then, in its retreat, 
smarting under the indignation of an aroused 
people and the concurring judgment of the civil- 
ized world, it must die—it may be, as a poisoned 
rat dies of rage in its hole! 

Meanwhile, all good omens are ours. The 
work cannot stop. Quickened by the triumph 
now at hand—with a Republican President in 
power—State after State, quitting the condition 
of a Territory and spurning Slavery, will be 
welcomed into our plural unit, and, joining hands 
together, will become a belt of fire girt about the 
Slave States, within which Slavery must die; 
or, happier still, joining hands together, they 
will become to the Slave States a zone of Free- 
dom, radiant like the ancient cestus of Beauty 
with transforming power. 

It only remains that we should speed these 
good influences. Others may dwell on the past 
as secure. But to my mind, under the laws of 
a beneficent God, the future also is secure, on 
the single condition that we press forward in the 
work with heart and soul, forgetting self, 
turning from the temptations of the hour, and, 
intent only on the cause, 

“ With mean compliance ne’er betray our trust, 
Nor be so civil as to prove unjust.” 

Mr. Sumner’s address received the attention 
and earnest applause of his audience from the 
commencement to the close. Delivered with 
his most precise and finished oratory, in a voice 
heard by the most distant of the three thousand 
— present, it gave abundant evidence of the 
ullness of the speaker’s renewed mental and 
tay strength.— (New York Tribune, July 

th. 
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Mourperina Necrors.—A man in Gortans- 
ville, Va., recently beat a slave with a stick, then 
tied his feet together, and threw him head fore- 
most into a hogshead of water. When the negro 
was taken out he was found to be dead. A coro- 
ner’s jury sat around the body, and soon re- 
turned a verdict of ‘* Died from congestion of the 
brain.” The Charlottesville Review, which re- 
cords this fact, has heard also of ‘‘a case where a 
negro was recently punished in a neighbouring 
county, and died within a minute or two after- 
ward. The verdict in this case was, ‘* Died from 
a combination of circumstances !” 
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